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Parkes, and Chace: beyond Trent , CMaſter of the Horſe to 
his Majieſtie, and oneof the Gentlemen of his Maieſtjes 
Bed-chamber , Knight of the moſt noble order of the 
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ESD ES E aING SALOMON made bim 
p] On 7 4 Roy all Throne : the [ ubſt ance 
b Fr aoTRs Poercof was yuorie, called ſhen, 
BEE 1etooth of the Elephant : all was 
| WE =, Es covered with the gold ruphaz, 

CERGRERES which was made ſtrong, ſound, 
| br te by thetryall of more then of ſeauen fues , Plal. 
| 12. The parts thereof were two : 1. The ſage, where 
was the ſeate, which was called the Pope, fit waz round. 
2. The aſcent to the ſame, which was by two ſtayes for 
bis _ to leane vpon , and by frxe feppes to treade 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatorie 
pponas hee 15 aſcending, bub which were beautified 


with Lyons on etther jade. 


This Throne fitly reſembleth the hol ward of 


God, the Royall and PrincelyThrone of Jeſus Chriſt, 


on whieb be ſitethramong bis Samts in this world: ſo 
lohnſaith, Vidi- Thronum pofitum'in ccelo: I: 
fawea Throneſetvpin heauen:Thicss3he place 
wheremRoyal &y ab[olute Kings fit alone among their 
ſubietts teſtifying their abſolute authoritie which they 
haue ouer their people,@3 that they haue no competitor 
within their Dominions, to challenge any right tothe 


Kingdome : $9 Chriſt our Lord bauing abſolute autho- 
rite ouer all creatures, and ſole Soueratgntie ouer his 
Church fhewes himſelfe inthe heauenly word of God, 
to bethe only Redeemer of his Saints and that be bath | 
no competitor n that works among A ngels Bormen. 
The matter of this Throne bemg themoſt excell ent 
dofirine of our Saluation ffarre exceedeth the fmeſ 
uorie, and the pureſt gold Ptal.:19.to. The Aſcent to 
this Throneis by ſtayes antt ſteps alfo.”. The ftayes are 
2wo: the one 15 the creation of all things ſpoken of in- * 
the 1. and2. Chapter of Ocenſinonc whichworks: © 
Chriſt layeth and leaneth bis hands, as aworker ofthis. - 
Vnuerſall frame loh,1.2..-.»::. = 


4. The ot er ftayis this meſiſacred'Genealogie of j 
*. — Chriſs 


_Perechdſe en'tolift eternal, Genus. 
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Chrifts humanenature, et downein then. Chapter of 
Matthew; mnwhichwe may behold Chrilt comming 


in our nature:from\Abraham and Dauid, a verie 


man, as he was-promiſed of olde, like vmovs in all 
things but in ſane, to worke the worke of. our redemp- 
tion,and toſhew himſelfe through the whole word the 
onely Samour of man. "> foud eat 4 RS 7 
| Theſteppes to this Throne are ſize: thefeſt three - 
wefinde in the Creation of man: where Motes' ma- 
kerb mention, 1. of the ſtate of his-innocencie,chap. 
1:5: 2. 2. of bis miſerable capuuity'e> thra/dome 
pnder ſame, to which-hewas brought by deceit of the | 
ſerpent , or of the Demllin the Il erpent, chap.3. J of 
the tate of grace, when God of his infinite mercie . 
left bim-not vnto himſelfe, but tooke compaſſion vpon 
bin,&y promiſedto ſend himbis Sonne leſus Chriſt, 
toredeeme him from theſlauſh captiatie of Sathan. 
Thefe are the juſt three ſteppes, bywhich Chriſt aſcen- 
deth to his Throne, and isbrought within the body 0 f 
boly Seriptures,asthe oulyRedeemer of the world We 
may ſee him aſcending and ſtepping vp to histhrone, 
when be commethto: Noekind tep:fortherethe Father 
pronſeth to ſend bimto breakethe Se rpentsþegd,and 
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20 redeeme Adam, and ſo,niany; of bis-poſtertic az 
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The other three ſteppes are within this moſt ſacred 
Genealogic, which runncth along from Abraham 
to Chrilt, by the fouretcene generations : T befuſt 14. 


is accounted from Abraham to Dauid : the ſecond 


14. from Dauid to lechoniah : the third 14. from 


lechoniah to Chriſt cheLord. Theſe arethe three 
hisbeſt Beppes which brings him to the [e.ute of the 
Cp. ſo ſoone as he aſcenderb and fend, to 
the fext leppe, within alittle after þe commeth from 
Galilie to bebaptixed, is led afrde by the Spirit to the 
wilderneſſe tobe tempted of the Deuill: and from that 
time he beganne to preach, and to ſay, Arnend your 
lives, for the Kingdomeof heauen is at hand, 


_ Marth.4.17. Andas inthefarſt three ſteppes,Chriſt 
our Lord is aſcending to his throne, andwalkingwith- 
 inthebodie of holy Scripture, to ſhew himſelfethe on- 

ly Sauiour and Mieſſuas to the ewes, ſo when heeis aſ- 


cending bytheſe Reppes (as leaping by the moun- 
taines, and skipping by the hills, Cant.2.8. ) he 
ferterb him dawne vpon his throne , and doth manifeſt 


bimſelfeto Tewes and Gentiles , that hee is the onely 


Sauour of man, not bauing any competitor in that 
worke. This ouerthroweth all bereſies both newe and 
late, which doe either derogate to bis bigh and mighty 
power and Sourraigntie,or doe make any creature in 

| beauen 
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beauen or in earth equall 0, him in the worke of uy 
Redemption. 

. The foureteene Lyons which beautifie theſteppes 
and ſtayes on either frae of the throne, may well bee 
thought to bee the "Prophets and Apoſiles, the cleft 
writers of the holy word, who wereſirengthened by the 
rare and anold graces of bis boly Spirit, all roaring 
es Lyons, and crying aloud, that leſus Chriſt is the 
true Meſhas and Sauiourof theyworld. 

The toppe and ſeate of the throne was round , no- 
eimpthe harmonic and agreement of all parts of Scrip» 
ture,writtenby the Prophets and Apoſtles: for all the | 
bookes of holy Seripture conſent together, and do yeeld 

the Soucraigne power and. authoritie toleſus Chriſt, 
. -peachinpystbathess the onely Soune of God, and our 

Sonora: nfo th 6h, = 

My cheifeſtabourbath beene tomake knowne this 
ſecond ſtaye, and the three higheſt ſteppes of the throne 
of Teſus Chrifi, T haue meaſured. the length of this 
 Genealogic, andbaue takenthe altuudeoftheſteps, 
and the foureteene generations thereof by drawing the 
ſame from Abraham to Chriſt bane the Sonne 
af God, and horneof theVirgine : and byexpounding 
the ſencrall-names of all as are accounted by S. 
Matthew zwithintbe ſaid Genealogjie. = 
| As 
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As Iwas about to make choife of a'Patrone'vnder 
whoſe acceptance Inught ſhrowde this Iivtle Treatiſe, 
although duty mooued meto ſet mine ties cherfely on 
your Hanqur, yet feare droueme backgapaine', and i 


was as the dimme-/eghted Eaglethat could notbehold 


Rt” 


it the Sunne, 1 feared leaſt pluming my ſelfe with the 
Ul wings 9f preſumption, and fling too. neere your Ho- 
nour, I ſhould be precipitate with raſh Icarus. But 
w | when was.certainely informed ;f your Honours moſt 
[ | moderate ana mildedi(poſtion, which ſhineth m your 

Angelicall countenance, and which. Nature ſhewing 
her deepeſt skill, bath moſs. artificially framed in you, 
ta be a perfect reſemblance of 4 pure-ninae, by grace 
mclined to all good things ; 1 ſhoake of my feare , but 
was wrapt with greater adnuration beholding ſuch abs 
ſolute mixture in a mortall creature. l dare not ſayim- 
mortal. yet gue me leaue to ſpeakwiththeRoyal Pro- 
phet Dauid of your Honour of all ſuchazyour Ho- 
nour is, Dij cltis, & filij excelſ1 vos omnes; Yee 
are'gods, andalloft you thefonnesof themoſt 
High, Plal. 82.6. If Goas, that is, Angels, and 
ſonnes-of God , how farre then-are yee ſublinated 
with the gifts of Nature, and graes of his Spirit a- 
boue the race of all inferiours # What your Honour | 
hath common with your equalls, many may diſcerne 

| | #; 
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ſeateo if bis Throne on the fourth ) fift, and [1x ſteppes 
| 1 0 


_ TheFpiſtle Dedicatoric. 
it: what is your Proprium,l am cheifely bound to ex- 
preſſe it. Tour Honour is obſerued in your young years 
onely to beare with admirable wiſedome and aiſcrett- 
on, bis Mateſties Royall fauour im the one hand,and L1 
your grandone and Nobleeſtate inthe other , with ge- q 1 
nerall applauſe of all beholders,inſo much that your — 
Honours equalls doenot alittle retyceto ſee your for- . 
tunate ry{ing, becauſe they hope that as by your Ho- | 
nour their number is increaſed, ſo your Honours ver- # 
tues will piue cleare light alſo among ſs many bright | 
arres. 7% 1280 
: The daily wiſhes and prayers which other infert- 
ours ſend vp.to God for your. Honours bappy proſperi- 
tie, baue incitea meto exclaime,, That true Worthtes 
and Noble Heroes ( Iſpeake of your Honour, and your 
Equals) are of all men moſt fortunate, as imoying the 
higheſt fauoursintheir Honourable eflates, like to the 
ſhippe that is carryed with the blaſtes of the ſweeteſk | 
windes, through the deepeſt Ocean to her ſafeſt port. 
But leauing a more ample diſcourſe of your Ho- 
nours.Proprium, either to a more convenient time, or 
to a better penman: I moſt humbly beſeech your Ho- 
nour fauourably to accept this lutle Frewil of 
Chriſts Genealogie, by which he aſcendeth to.the 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatoxie. " | 
of the ſame , and entreth within the bodie of holy 
Scripture by types, figures, and prophecies in the olde : 
Teſtament, and by his own AR gs and miracles, 
 andthelaboursof his Apo mthe new Teſtament, 

manifeſting bimſelfetbat be is the Sonne of God, the 
Meſſras promiſe ed. and the onely Redeemer efbis =_ 


ple. 

7 Hoping your Honour will kindly receive it, a4 4 
ſmall token if my loue and ſeruce, 1 beſeech Almighty 
God more and morcto adorne your Honour with the 


ces of his Spirit, that you may be acceptable vnts 
jog 3 Bn to your Price, belowed of all men , a mir- 


rour of vertue, and eucr Noble —_ the beſt No 
bles. 
Your Honows vofainedly 
deuoted, 
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AN EXPLICATION 
of Cunisrs genealogie. 


CIMnemon, 


XXRITRALE Ood Theophilus welcome.] have bin much 
x: NAH croubled this morning about that queſti- 
yen, which was toſſed from hand ro band 

FRI 7 among vs the laſt night at ſupper,concer- 
(1 | ij] i Ning /echenia and hispolleritie, I did nor 
EESS<6 | likewiſe fully ynderſtand ſundry things 
i | that were ſpoken of Salathiel & Zorubba- 
bel,ycuropinians did fo fardiſagree one from another. Let 
me intrear you to explaine theſe rwo or three queſtions vn= 
ro me, and ſuch other obſcurities as Ifindin CyunrsryTs 


genealogie, Beſides elswhere the Scripture calls im with- Heb.g.s, 


out Father, withour mother, without dilcent, or genealo- 
gy oy treaty urer:this and other doubrs I meer with, inthis 
Geneh1 of the new cournant, wherein ] defire your-hkelpe, 
Theophils, 1 will not preferre my private bulinefle bee 
fore your good and ſolatious companie; but concerning 
the queſtions you ſpeake of, I confefſe my iudpement bere. 
in to be farre inferiour to theirs, whoſe company we inioy= 
ed the laſt night.at Supper: neverthelefſe, Iam readic co (a- 
tisfie you in any pointof Cyn1s mT his genealvgie, ac- 
cording to the knowledge that (God hath ginen me :; But 
as concerning that doubr that Chriſt is called without Fa- 
ther, without mother,and without diſcent;that ſhewes and 
{igaifies the extraordinaric manner of his birth, by comp3- 
A! 117g 
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3 eAn Explication of 

ring him with cAelchizearcke (whichis by interpretation, 
The King of righteonſneſſe ) whoſe genealogic is not made 
mention of in Scripture ; but Chriſt is ſaid ro bee without 

father,becauſe according to his manhood he had no father: 

for Marie knew no man, but the hely G hoſt did come vpen her, 


'&c; and without mother, becauſe as Cod he was begotten 


of the Father alone, and was the firſt borne of every crea- 


-rure, andthus he was without deſcent, that is, not borne 


2frer the common law of generation, 

HMnem, 1' will now, ſeeing T finde you fo willing to 
beare me companie, examine the whole firſt chapter of 
Matthew, andifit oftend you nor, I'ſhall aske the queſtion 
and you ſhall give the anſwer. "Ig 

Theoph, Bring your Bibles and beſt Commentaries on. 
this Chapter, that our queſtions and anſwers may ariſe out 
of tie text ir iclte, and carrie-the approbation of the beſt 
writers; and ſeeing you-haue choſen to mooue the queſti- 
on, proccede as you pleaſe. And Ipray God co direct ys 
herein, to his glorie, and our edification? Amen. 

Aſnem, What are the (euerall points that $, Mathew 


| treares of in this firlt Chapter? 


Theoph, 1, Ofthe genealogic andpedegrec-of our Lord 
Teſus Chriſt, from the firit verſe rothe 18, 2.,0f his natiui- 
:ie and birth, to the end thereof, 

A1zem. Where doth S. IZarthewbeginne Chriſt his ge- 


, nealogie? 


Theoph, At Abraham, 

Mnem. Why not at Adam, towhome he was firſt pro- 
miſed, as S. Luke doth? 

Theoph, Becaufe it is nor the purpoſe of the holy Ghoſt 
by S. Matthew! to ſer downe the full rowle of Chrift his 
pedegree, but onely ſo much thereof as doth let vs clearely 
{cethathe is that Mefſias, whom God promiſed of -oldeto 
ais Church by his holy Prophets: and this is manifeſt e- 
nough by the littic rowle which he deriueth from eAbra- 
2am and Dania, as from two ſprings : and that we may the 

| bet- 
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CunnsTs gerealopie. | : 
better both-vederſtand & remember it,he cuts itinto three 
fourtecns, as he fai;b in rhe x7, vert.according tothe three 
eſtates of the/people that lived betrweene Abrahars and 
Chriſt, The firſt foureteene liued moſt of them before the 
Law was written, & all of them before there was any law- 
full Kingdome eftabliſhed4n Iſrael: and of them: Danid was 
the firſt, whomGod aduanced to a kingdom, which he lefe 
farre more glorious, then he found it in che dayes of Sax, 
The ſecond fourteene were all glorious Kings, efpecially 
Salomon the ſonne of David, The third foureteen, although 
they were not Kings ( for the Kingdome of luda ended in 
Iechanias, who is thefirſt of this Jaſt companie, and the laſt 
of Salowors race yer ſome of they were Princes and goucr- 
nours, retaining that [cepter of Tudah, 2nd dominion ouer 
the people, partly vnder the Chaldears, and after vader the 
Perſians, ſoJong as their Monarchie held foore; partly vo- 
der other ſuperiours, while at laft the Romanes overthrew 
the whole nation of the Jewes,and ſcattered them through 
the world; others of them through the cyrannic of newe 
_ conquerours became priuatermen, 

Muem. Betore you beginne with the Patriarkes it $. 
CHMatthew; 1 defire to be reſolved of one queſtion in the 3, 
Chapter of Luke,how Arphaxad is there laid to'beget Cas. 
ran, whenGen, 11.he is ſid to beget Sala: yet in Luke it is 
{aid that Carman begat Sala. | 

Theeph, This I confefle ro be 8 great doube, and which 
doth much trouble expoſtitors: they bring many anſwers to 
this obietion, which being omitted, this ane1 thinkets 
bee the trueſt, that the Septuagints ( whoſe authoritie S, 
Luke ſeemes to follow) haue ſo ſer downe that Genealogy, 
that Arphaxad begat ( ainan , and Cainan Sala : and at that 
time when S, Luke wrote his Goipel , they were of great 
authority in the Church;which leaſt che Euaaggelit thould 
offend he choſe raiher ro follow the recerued-opinion,then 
to bring a ſcandall into the Church,leaſt rhe 2vthonntie of 
the Scripture ſhould bee calied in quettion: and for this 
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An Explication of 
cauſe Bez.4 hith reieed thoſe words(5 Ketyay) out of the 
rext, the feare of that ſcandall beeing now remooued, 
 Mnem, Let me now heare the firit fouretcene Patriar- 
_ ches of Chriſts kiared, 

Theoph. Abrabam, !ſaac, Iacob Iudas,Phares, Efrom, A- 
ram, Amminadab, Naaſſon, Salmon, Boox,, Obed, lefſai, Da- 
nid. Theſe 14. are naturally deſcended one of an orher,and 
the word begat is properly taken, 

AMnem. 1 deſire to heare the interpretation of theic 
names, 

Theoph. eAbraham is interpreted an high and eminent 
Father of multicudes: for he is not only father of the Jewes, 
bur cuen of all that-belecue both Iewes and Gentiles, Rom, 
4.16, This name God gave him. as a confirmation of his 
promiſe:. for bee promiſed to make him afather of multi- 
tudes, Gen,17.5. before he was called Abram, which is as 
much to ſay, as an eminent father: and this name his father 
Terah gaue himin Vc of the Chalidies, ignorant of his ſons 
furure eſtate: onely he wiſhed bis ſonne worldly eminency 
a3 is the manner of earthly Fathers, But God of his infinite 
mercie made Abraham trucly eminent, and advaunced him 
from the ſlauiſh ſeruice of Idols, to the true worſhip of his 
Maieſtie, and to be the father of multirudes, yea of Chriſt 
according to the fleſh; of which Ipurpole nor to ſpeak par- 
ticularly, onely I interpret the name according to the pra- 
miſe;ſpoken of before, and as you defired me, Berweene 
the ewo laſt letters of his firſt name Abram, is inſerted the 
letter (6) which is the firſt letter of the Hebrew word þ4- 
250, that fignifieth a multitude,to make vp this three com- 

ounded name, eAbrabamn, the interpoſition of this lecter 
(hb) ſheweth it ſelfe better in the firſt name Abram, written 
9 hebrew letters, & it was to put him in mind to faften the 
promiſe of God within the ſecrets ef his hearr, as this new 
letter was indented within the two- laſt letters of his firſt 
name, which he did, 

Tfaac fignifieth laughing , afrer which name the Lord 

would 


CHn15rTs9$ gevedlogie, 5 
would haue him called, becauſe both his parents did/Javgh 
when they were told, that Sarah fhould beare him a ſonpe, 
Abraham his father laughed tor ioy, Gen,r7,17. reioycing 
and admiring that che Lord would manifeſt his 'mightie 
powerin their old and wicheredbodies, Rom, 4, 16, Bur 
Sarah laughed of weakenes diftcufting the promiſe:for the 
which the Lord reprooved her, Gen.18.15, He waswell 
calleda laughing or a ſmiling fonne: for he was a iey'to his 
Parents hearts ſo long as they liuved,as not onely being ve- 
ry obedient vntothem; butalſs beeing the ſonne of pro- 
miſe, his mothers glory,who was before barren, and alive. 
ly type of Chriſt, Hisname is derived fromthe Hebrew 
word { ſachak,)chat ſignifieth ro laugh, before which is pre- 
fixed the letter jod, which ſeructh- as a formatiue lerter to: 
proper names eſpecially. | 

[aceb, the ſonne of Tſaac is expounded, an heel-bolder, 
for holding bis brother Eſa by the heele with his hand-in 
the birth, asif he ſhould have pulled himbacke apaine, 
while he had been fir borne, Gen, 25. 26. and' after this 
manner /acob did trive with his brother Eſa «for the birth- 
right, which although it befel] him by nature,yer /ao5h ob= 
rained it by God his ſpeciall fauour', ycaand bought it in 
plaine bargaine of Eſau his brother,” 5 BECELT 

This brother Eſau abu'ed his name vpon malice,/calling 
him a ſupplanter, a heele-rripper, and a-deceiver, Gen. 27. 
38. his name ſignifying no ſuch matter :'this is a daily pra- 
Qiſeamong vagodly perſons, to abuſe the names of Gods 
ſeryanrs,if calling chem foole, Racha; arid ſuch like.: *' 

This name ariſeth'froman Hebrew word(4keb)rhac fig- 
nifieth the-heele, by prefixing iodthe formatiue letter of 
proper names, Fa Ts | | 

Indas;is as much as confefſing or praifing God, bis mo- 
ther Leab praiſing God forbiavac big birth: and among all 
his brethren, God had an'efpeciall-reſpetrioludayand his 
tribe, ever provoking bim by fingular tokens of his favour 
to praiſe his name :for to him- he i5anſlated the birthrighe 

"_ A} of 
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of Reivbon,gaue to him onely a ſcepter atopy his brethren, 


yea of him<came: Chriſt according to the fleſh: for which 
and many other prerogatiues given him, he devored bim- 
felfe aboue his brethren to praiſe and magnifie the name of 
God, and-becarme moſt reltgious, which he vtrered efpeci- 
ally ; after charthetenne tribes had divorced themſciucs 
fromthe houſe of Daxid. | 

His name is derived fromthe hebrew verbe(hodah )which 
is to confeſle or to praiſe God, hauing the formatiue letter 
iod prefixed as is (aid. - 

Phares is 2s much as a breach, or a breaker : for when 
his other brather made ſpeed tothe birth, and bad thruſt 
out his hand, as though he would not lopger tarry in his 
mothers wombe, Gen. 38. 29. yet be dreweia his hand a= 
gaine, fearing firft ro paſſe through the Graits:s which na 
ſooner Phares felt (for all theſe motions are extraordinary) 
but kezmmediately aduanced himſclfe,and was firit borne, 
Wherupon he was called-Phares,that is, a breach or 2 brea- 
ker: forthe midwife beeing amazed at the ſight of this ſa 
vncuſtomable worke, cryed forth., How haſt thou broken 
forth? the breach is thine, + LGU | 

This name is read in the text withph , and the-vowell « 
in a pauſe: becauſe he waspaſt the breah:;, but elſe where 
it-is written Peres, | 

Zarah was hiv brother, his name fignifieth rifng: for bee 
roſc firſt in the birch 35 hath beene ſaid by. puttiog forth 
his hand, as aplcaſans plane rifing and ſpringing out off 8 
Fruitfull ground, art like.tbe'Spp. ariſing vpon-the/horifon 
(-wbich' the 'originall word doth. rather fignifie ) but he 

uckt it in againe with ſpecd,as the ſunne ſhrowdeth him- 
ſelfe vnder the clouds, Theſe extraordinary motions in 
the birth, jmport great conſequences; for che firſt place was 
appointedto Phares howſocuer Zarabaimed ar it. ' .., * 


> /Theamar their Mather, (- becauſe I would not ler ſlip any. 


chatis mentioned in the Pedegree ) is ,as-much as, apalme 


:ree; | for although ſhee ſeemed. to bee quite withered, 
s _ when 


a ow yy Vp ww == af 


| 2 Cxynnsrs' renealogic, oP | 
when her two $s(&children Er;and Onan, were cut offin the 
wrath of God, Gen,38.7.10. yet ſhe flouriſhed againe, and 
that ſoone, bearing evher two at 2 birth comraryto the exe 
pecation of /wdah their father. 'Sheis one of the ancient 
Mothers of Chriſt, the defire wherof:(and no fleſhly luft;as 
may appeare\by the texr,) mdoucd her to cormir- that ins 
ceſt, an exceeding .great finne, which was waſhed away in 
the fountaine of her Sonnes blood, but of this :woman I 
meane to ſpeake mort hereafter. 11 3 9d 0 001 
Eſrom the ſonne of Bharesjis interpretedthe'arrowe of 
oladnefle, for.his fathei Phares reioyced in him , as a-200d 
archer-doth in his beſt and choiſeft ſhaft,' rx; Chron. 2.5.ho- 
ping he would prooue a yaljant man inhis defence , for as_ 
yet they were in Egypt. Salomon vſcththeſame: {peach of '. 
children, calling rhenvarrowes, Pal, 27.” (4H; | 
eAramis as muchas high and:eminent , by 'which name 
Eſrom would allure his ſonne to-giue himſelfe to yertue 
and vertuous deedes, that he mayprooue famous and emi- 
nent among others: for it is a ſhame ib we ſpend our fewe 
dayes inflothfulnes. like to beaſts more' chen. men, he is 
likewiſe called Ram,r. Chron.,2.9. ( for eAram is a Syrian 
word, which became his name lopg after, ) This Ram, is 
the laft ſyllable of Abraham his firſt name ; for both Terab 
and E/rom wiſh their children co bee eminent men in the. 
world. B30 SUD 3'rv IT "SHE 
Amminadap 4 threecompound word, and is'as much as, 
My people is afree and voluntatie people:'by. giving ot 
which name raw his father doth publikly profeſfe, thar 
the people of God:, who with free andyoluntary hearrs 
( which na man;hath by-nature, but: are for framed by 
the free ſpirit of God ) attend vpor/bis ſetvice}aremoRſt e> 
minent and moſt honorable perſons in the fight and iudge- 
ment-of God, howſocuer they are eſteemed before men: a 
worthie ſaying beſceming .aPatriarch , whereby he, as it 
ſeemeth,requeſted Godto giue his-ſon grace to ſerue him 
With a volunrarieandfincere heart, whichois moſt accep= 
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* tabletoGodrand heace ic ts, thac rhe Fora arr are ealſed 


wyerbrages,thatis, more honorable thea they of 7 I. 
cs, AR.17.10; 

"Naaſſor his ſonne; lis itterpreted wiſe As'R ſerpent : ; his 
fachet cointendech ynto hinr wiſedouie viider a ſpeach 
borrowedfroma ſerpent, 1:Chton. 2. 10. Afoſer teftifiech 
of the wiſcdome of this beaſt, Gen. 2.1, and Daxidin his 
Pſalmes-telleth vs chat che ferpent ſheweth the wiſedome 
thereof in keeping it ſelfe;harmelefle, and witheat hure 
fromthe inchaunter, Pſal.g8:5.5. thelike wiſedome he-de- 
fireth in-his fonoc Naſon, leaf he be inſnared by che craft 
and pollicic of ſubtile men :the ſame wiſedom our Saviour 


commendethro his Diſciples, but with an addition that 


they be ſimple as Doues:forbe would have them of nature, 
not hwply lerperitjne (for howſoeuer-it! can Tave ir ſelfe, 
yer it is hurtefol] and malitious)neicher fimply Dove-like, 

( for ir is-moſt ealily decriued:,. as fearing no harme of 


others, becauſe iris free. from doing vt. jug of 2 mix: 


temperature ariſing of both. 
Thethree firſt letters of Naſon his. 33me fignific 2 ſer: 
ut. 
Salmon the ſonne of Naaſſor, F grifiech peaceable , for bis 
father beeing a wiſe-man, as ſaid is;,nameth his fonne, the 
ſonne of peace : two notable vertues beſceming ſuch a fa- 


_ ther and ſonne, a wiſe man will loue peace, and by all _ 
' meanes wili follow after it:: but fooles are the aurkors of i 
diſcerd, Iothe Originall it is wricten Sha/mar, but'the |” 


Greeks having no letcer anſwering to the firſt of this name, 


writeitby (ſ) inthe firſt, and by ( (o)inthe laſt ſyllable, af 


rer the manner of the Syrians. who ſounded the firſt He 
brew yoweltby(s)-1.Chron,2 21; _ ©: 


. Baez the fourre of Sabman, frefnifiects Arong : »bis grind. | 
father excelled inwiſdome, his father followed peace: with £ 
al! men, 2nd Beow hath hiv name from ftrength;, which argu © 
ethithat bis father did commend him te God, praying car- - 


«&tly char his ſore would: berzskehimfeite ro the ſfirovg 
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name of chown, and reſt himſelfe wholly in the firength of 


iſrael. 1 am not of opinion, that Sa/moyx a man of peace, wi- 
ſhed his ſonne to excell in bodily fitength. | | 
Rahab the wife of Salmon, and mother of Booz,fignifieth 
inlarged : for ſhe was brought out of her houſe inthewhich 
ſhe was pinned vp within /ericho, Toſh.6.26.28, to dwell in 
alarge field,euen among the people of God, and in waat 
erybe ſhe pleaſed beſt;afterward ſhe ſetled her ſelfe within 


thetribe of /nds, and was married to Sa/mon the father of 


Book, . 
Obed the ſonne of Booz,, fignifieth a ſervant or an hus- 
bandman that laboureththe ground : he named his ſonne 
Obed in remembrance of that ſeruile and toileſome labour, 
ro which man is by the iuſtice of God appointed for Obed 
in Hebr. is a ſeruant, and he that laboureth the ground is 
called Obed Haadawah. This then it ſeemeth that Beg 
faid, when his ſonne was circumciſed; I hope that my ſen 
will worke and labour the ground, as wee haue done in 


Bethleem before him, For by this the Anceſtors of Chrift bee. 


ganve to ſettle themſclues in Bethleem, Y ou may obſerue 
by that which hath been already ſpoken ofthe Patriarchr, 
what carc they had in the nomination of their children,and 
what were their meditations when they gaue them names, 
and when they were circumciſed, So Seth called his ſonne 
Eroſh, that is, mortall, and ſubie&to miſerie and troubles 
in this life; for they were not alittle moleſted by the houſe 


of Kain,Gen.g. 2 6, 


Rath the wife of Beoz fignifieth ſatufied and well filled: 


for then ſhe was ſatisfied in very deed, when ſhe forſooke 
her country and friends with all the Idolatrie thereof, and 
came to Career with Naomie her mother in Lawe, and 
there did learne to ſerue the true God according to his ho- 
ly word. Here ſhe found a continuall banket for her ſoule, 
which ſatisfied her abundantly, as if her body had been fed 
with fat meats and pure wines, Eſa. 25.6. howſoeuer ſhe li- 


ued before in her @wne country ; doubtleſſe her ſoule was 
B x hunger- 


f 
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10 An Explication of 
huoagerbir, and could not be ſatisfied, For as the winde 


will nor ſatisfie the body , ſothe dotrine of lies can giue 
no content to the {oule, Ruth,1r,19, 


1iai; This name is read two wayes. Firſt, liſſni,ſecond- 


ly Iſas: according tothe diverſereadings, ſo hath it di- 
uerſe ſipnifications: if we read 1i/hai, it fignifieth my goods: 
for Obed his father reioyced more at his birth, then in all 
his geeds and poſſcſions, which he little regarded in re- 
ſpect of his ſonne, whom-be begot in his old age: and bee- 
ing read //h4s, it ignifieth, wy men, by which it appeareth 
how Obed yttered the ioy of his heart, after his children 
were 21] borne, calling them his men, asf he had ſaid, god 
blefſe you my children, Thope in God te ice you. all call 
young men and women an other day, Further ic receiuerh 
a third fignification according-ro the compoſition there- 
of : for it may bee well deuided in two Hebrew wordes, 


which Ggnife ( eff mn, ) that is, there-isa gitt,as if Obed 
ſhould ſay at his birth, God hath ſent me 4 gift; which are 


the words of his thanksgiuing :-as it becommeth Parents 
to thanke Gad for the children he beftoweth ypon chem 
and to be carefull of their education, | 

David the ſeuenth and youngeſt ſonne of [has,fignifieth 
Beloned, His parents loued him dearely: he was beioued 
of all men for the graces of God they ſaw-in him, eſpecially 
of [onathan,who loued him as his own ſoule, 1.Chr,2,15. 1, 
Sam.16.10, and 17.1 2.and, 18.1. for which cauſe his father 
Saxl could neuer intice him to rciet Daxias {aciety:the was 


2 man after God his own heart, he kad a wonderfull feeling 


of the loue of God in-his ſoule, the which, as the fire thar 
came from heauen, andconſurned- the ſacrifices , inflamed 
his heart, ſo that he was caten vp With the zcale of the 
houſe of God, | 

The middle letter of his name is .a moouing conſonant; 
but in the word (ded,) that fignifiech loue, from whence his 


name hath the derivation, is aquieſcing yowell: for had 
troublesinthe world, which-cauſcd him te mooue fro place 
| | fo. 


a 
$ : 
Fe We 
x 
La 
"Y 
b 
$ 
454, 
2 : 
"*»; 
Y 


CHnRISTS gpenzealogee, Tl 


co plzce, but in God he had firme peace, \ 

The 13, whom I haue mentioned before Dauid, were 2ll 
honorable Patriarches, men renowned for godlineſſe and 
vertue. David the 14. in his pedegree was the firſt king 
whom God of bis mercy ſet vp asa bleſſing in /#da: his 
kingdome was but little in the beginning , euen ſuch #s 
Sax! left behinde him; but Danid made it 2 glorious king= 
dome, inlarging the bounds thereof by many conqueſts, 
Let it not trouble you, thet there is no mention made of 
Saul, who was king before Damid: for although hee came 
of Abraham,as came tlic reſt of the lewes , yet he was not 
of the houſe of [uda, but of Bentamin,and therefore did not 
belong toche houle and fawily of Chiift;yea he had no fel- 
lowſhip with him. | 

Iſmael, was the ſonne of 4braham, and brother to ſſaac, 
ſo was Eſau the ſonne of /ſaac and brother to /acos, yet be- 
cauſe Chriſt was not promiſed vnro them, yea they cone 
temned all the promiſes of God, and imbraced this prelenc 
world, therefore the penne of God his holy fpiric ,leauerh 
them in this place as prophane perſons, 

And thus much may ſuffice for the expolition of the 
names in the firſt 74. ſeQion, 

Atnem, I pray youict me interrupt you a little before 
you ſpeake of the ſecond 14. which ] was vnwilling todoe 
al] this while you ſpake of the Patriarchs, becauſe ] would 
not let you in your courle: Let me aske you why is Thawmar 
that vncleane woman inrolled in this number. | 

Theoph, 1 was minded tohaue ſpoken ſornewhat con- 
cerning her, but had quite forgot it;and you haue done wel 


ro put me in mind; but to anſwer you, You might alſo haue 
asked, why was Inaz himſclfe, who committed that falct:y 
ince(t with her,inſerted as one of Chrift his Fathers among 
the reft; but.to the purpoſe; how vncleane ſocuer that The- 
2747 Was,yet Chrift came of ker;zand therefore we are not to 
looke rothe infirmities of his anceſtors ſo much, 2s to the 
perien himſelfe, I confeſie chat there are grofie imper- 

B 3 feftions 
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fe&ions regiſtred ofſundry of them in holy Scripture, yet 
certaine it is, that the flood of their finne was ſo farre from 
oucerflowing Ieſus Chriſt, that he was not ſo much as tain. 
ted with the leaſt droppe thereof, as you ſhall heare more 
fully, when wee ſhall ſpeake of himſelfe in the ende of this 
. pedegree; yeahe was infinitely filled with grace, and did 
ſanRific his yncleane kinred according to his holy wil:and 
to ſpeake one word more of Thamar;Thetext,Gen. 38.14. 
cleareth her, that ſhe did not commit that inceſt to ſatisfie 
her filthie and fleſhly luſt, bur vpon anearneſt defire ſhee 
had to be the mother of Chriſt : her defice was good, and 
therefore ſhe obtained it, and became one of his mothers, 
alchougb che means by which ſhe did accompliſh her pur- 
poſe and intention, was ynlawfull and wicked, | 

Muem, What ſay you of Rehab the hazlot, which mar. 
ried with Salmon. 

Theoph, | will not reaſon ypon the ambiguous ſignifica- 
tion of the word 28x44, but will anſwer this much, that at 
firſt ſhe was an vncleane woman in lericho, but afterward 
ſhe repented, and being taken from thence, and permitted 
£o dwell among Gods people, ſhe learned to be more holy 
according to their law. 

AMnem, Ruth allo the mother of Obed, was a Moabitiſh 
woman, and not a Iewiſh borne: came Chriſt of the Genes 
tiles? | 

Theeph. The, Lord by his providence brought in Ruth a 
franger among his people tobe a viſible figne of the cal- 
ling of the Gentiles, & of that grace alſs which they were 
to receive of Ieſus Chrift, 

AMnem, Theartily thanke you good Theophilus for this 
patience. Now go on, and rehearſe the ſecond fourerteene 
of whom you ſaid, that they were all glorious Kings. 

Theoph, * Salomon, Rehoboam, b Abia, Aſa , Iehoſophat, 


led Abiamye le © Toram, 4 Hozia, loatham, Ahaz, Exckiah, Manaſſes, Amon, 
lofias, £ Iakim, This is the naturall line of Salomon, which 
Rretcheth no further then to Jechopiah, and here che word 

begas 


horanyd Vzziz, 
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begat , isalfo properly taken, if you remember the Kings 
betweene Toram, and Hozia, 

Mnem, Let me heare the interpretation of the names of 
theſe 14; Kings, | 

Theoph, Salomon the ſonne of Daxia hath his name from 
peace, and is well expounded peaceable, as was the name of 


Salmon before:Salmon lived peaccably as apriuate man,and 


therefore the cheife yowels of his name are written vnder 
the letters of the ſame; but Salomon liued peaceably as a 
moſt glorious King , and therefore the cheife yow- 
ells ofhis nameare lifred vp, This name was giuen him of 
God, 1.Chron. 22.9. who likewiſe premiſed to giue him 
peace andreſt from all his enemies round abour : to which 
promiſe Sa/omosx leaning,huſht vp warres in his time, ſetled 
a {urepeace within in all his Dominions: yea the enemies 
ot [rae] and Arangers alſo far and neere,did ail voluntarily 
yeeld ynto him, and were content to liue as tributaries yn- 
der him,and to doe him homage, He inlarged the bounds 
of his Kingdome more by peace, then by the noyle of war, 
and made it farre more glorious then did his father Dazid: 
yea the peace was lo great, that in the ouerflowing fireams 
thereof,he forgot the promiſes of God,the admonitions of 
his father Daxid, and the good inftruttions of Nathas his 
tutor, and committed moſt abominable idolacrie, by the 
perſwaſions and allurements of his wiues and concubines, 
1.King.11.4-14. for which filthinefſe God was angry, and 
in the end of his dayes ſtirred vp ſundry aduerſaries againſt 
him,as eAdad the Edomite of the kings leede which was in 
Edors, 1, Kin, 11, 14. and Rezon the ſonne of Eliadah, who 
was made King in Damaſcas, 2nd leroboam his owne ſer- 
vant, who cooke violently from his lonne Rehoboamtenne 
tribes, and poſiefied them as his jinveritance, and Jefr them 
to his ſucceflors, Theſe were the roddes of mev, and the 
plagues of the children of men, wherewith the Lord as 3 
louingp Father did gently correct the vnthankefulneffe of 
Salomon: but heremooucd not his metcie from him, as hee 
B 3 did 
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_ didfrom $q#l, according as he promiſed to David by Nc. 


thar, 2.S3m.7.14.15, Salomon was alſo called [edidiah, be. 
cauſethe Lord loued him whoſeloue is eternal, 2.Sam.1 2.15 

Uria the husband of Bathſhebah,who after his death bore 
Salomon to Dawid, is expounded, My light u the Loyd: this 
letteth vs ſee thathis father earneſtly defired when ria 
was circumciſed, that the light of reaſon and true vnder- 
ſtanding which is called rhe light of God, Toh. r, 14, ſhould 
poſſeſle his heart, which he obtained:and Y7a giveth a ſuf. 
ficient proofe of that naturall light & yoderftanding, when 
he was ſent backe from Rabbah of the Ammonites by Taah 
to David: nc antwered Dawid io wiſely and behaued him- 
ſeife io difcreerly, that Da#:d could not effe@t the purpoſe 
for which he ſent for bim: whither he through the quicke- 
neſſe of reaſon ſuſpected more then he durſt viter, or whi- 
ther /oab gaue him priuate aducrtiſement, it is vncertaine, 
The Lord brought aiſo to light by Nathaz after the death 
of Uria, two great wrongs that Dazid had ſecretly done 
him, r.Sam.12,in which reſpect alſo the interpretation of 
his name hoidetb found, 

] haue ſpoken of Y/ri4,not as though he did belong ro the 
oenealogie of Chriſt, bur becauſe I find him named in the 
{ame, as were Rath , and Rahab before, whoſe names are 
expreſſed by accident, as is euident in thz texr, 

Bathſhebha the wife of V/ria, who after his death was the 
mother of Sa/omen, is well expounded, The darghter of an 
oath : by which name perhaps her father would publikely 
declare, that all tearing God ſhould make a conſcience of 
their promiſes and oathes, and ſhould keepe them, beeing 
lawfull,inuiolably. Daxidin the 15, Plalme,ver.4.addeth, 
that this is the path of life, To be vpright and righteous in our 
words ard oathes, And this ſhould be weli obſerued, nor 
onely in our private promiſes and words made one to an- 
other, but alſo in the publike, and in them eſpecially made 
to God, Ouroath when weare baptized, as we make it 
when we arc centred inthe Church , as members of Chriſt, 
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ſo ſhould we keep it while we remooug out of the Church 
which is here onearth : we ſhould likewiſe make great 
conſcience of our promiſe and oath which we make before 
the face of God & his congregation,one to another in mar= 
riage; which promiſe his daughter Bar” ebab brake, Uria 
her husband beeing aliue in the warres againſt the ems 
monites. 

In my opinion ſhe is rather, ſo called for that which fell 


out long afrer ſhe became.wite to Danid:for ſhe perceiving. 


daily cumults and broyles to ariſe among his children, and 
himſelfe ro be continually in danger of his life, as likewiſe 
being well informed by Dania himſelte of thac moſt hea- 
venly promiſe which God made vnto him, direfting Na- 
than for the ſame purpoſe after Salomon was borne, by 
which ſhe knew well, that God had appointed ro make her 
ſonne King after his father, 1,Chron.22.1 2. fhe I ſay con- 
fdering theſe things, gaue no reſt ro Daexia, till he had 
ſworne vnto her according to the promiſe of God, that her 
ſonne Salomen ſhould raigne in his ſtead: of which oath ſhe 
remembred him, 1,Kin.1.17.and therefore {aid vnto him, 
that he ſwore vnto her by ehowua, which oath he made not 
vnaduiſedly, but trooke tne promiſe of God, as is ſaid be- 
fore, to be the ground of the ſame. Inthe 1, Chron, 3.5, 
ſhe is named Bathſhuah, the which: name the learned ex- 
pound, The davghter of ſalnation : which expoſition ariſerh 
no wayes out ef the word it {elfe, neither is it grammatitml; 
(1 ſpeak with reyerence) this name is rather tobe expoun« 
ded, filia clamoris, that is, tbe aaughter of crying < according 
to which expoſition,it fel our alſo roherlot ro cry ovt,and 
to beclamorous enough, when ſhe was ioyned to Davids 
family: for when ſhe perceiued how Danitpis ſonnes went 
about to pofſefie themſclues of the Kingdoine, and te cut 
off Danids dayes; ſhe knew they would in time cut heroff, 
and her ſonne; then ſhe gaue her ſclfe ro continuall meur- 
ning and weeping, cach houre expeRing heauy newes,and 
cryed aloud from time to time in Davids cares, — 
woul 
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would prouide for his owne latetie, and then for hers and 
Salomons, | 
Kehoboam che ſonne of Salomon is expounded,large among 
the people, 1.Kin.12. 2,Chron, 10, Salomon his tather pur- 
oled ro naue lett him ſarge and ample Dominions , even 
ſach as he himſelfe poflefled : but he was fruſtrate of this 
expc&artion ; For the Lord puniſhed in the perſon of Re- 
boboam the vothankefulnes of Salomon, who hauing recei- 
ued of God not onely a large and a peaceable kingdoine, 
but with the ſame, admirable wiſdome, wealth, gtory,and 
peace round about bim, and beeing eſpecially choſen of 
God to build him a temple, the which he would not ſuffer 
his father Daxid to doe, doted notwithſtanding among 
outlandiſh and Idolatrous women,which cheLordhad ex- 
preflely forbidden in his lawe, and became at laſt a groſſc 
Idolater: For this iniquity committed by Salomor, and his 
vothankefulnefle( of which read Syracides, cap. 27.) the 
Lord brought Reboboam within firaiter bounds: for hee 
tooke from him tenne tribes, and gaue them to /eroboas; 
the full hiſtory of all which matter is written, 1, King. 12. 
for which cauſe he was forced to dwell within a great deale 
leſſer bounds, then Sa/owos his father purpoſed he ſhould 
baue done. After this came vp Shiſhak king of Egypt ( his 
yncle no doubt ) and made ſpoyle of all the ereaſures that 
Daxid and Salomon had left him: Yea he carried away the 
treaſures of the houſe of God, It ſeemeth that [eroboam,be- 


ing well acquainted with the king of Egypr,drewe him vp. 


of purpoſe againſt Rehoboam ( whoſe treaſures were a ſufh- 
cient baite to the Egyptian) for his owne ſecuritie , that he 
ſhould nor diſquiet him in his newe pofleſſions, this was 
the pelicy of the Idolater, co cauſe the Egyptian to moleſt 
Indes,that he might get reſt in /ſrae/:but he preuailed more 
by the ereRion of Idols within bis Dominions, bewitching 
the hearts of his people, that they ſhould not goe vp to 
leraſalew, chen be did by the warre of the Egyptian, Thus 


the heart of /creboaw was looking a thouſand _ ro 
cep 


ad 
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as bis new poſleſſions, at laſt he deuiſed theſe two vn- 

happy ſhifts, ( contrary to the direiov of the Prophet A. 
chis ) by which he hed ged Rehoboam within a little territo- 
rie,in whome alchough the Lord puniſhed the finnes of 
Salomon, as is ſaid, yet marke diligently the vilde fangs - of 
Rehoboam, which procured alſo the weight of theſe Iudge= 
ments of which I have ſpoken, 

Abiathe ſonne of Reboboams, is interpreted my father is 
Ithoxa, that is, the Lord. Lneede nottio maruellat the fol- 
lie of his racker | in giuing his ſonne ſo.gloxious a name: : for 


v2 
it is a cuſtome amovug Idolaters, enemies to.G od, to brag 


and yaunt,of the faugur and kindnefle of God, Now Rebo- 
boam whole heart was puft vp with the pride of Idolacrie, 

periwaded himſelfe of the loug of God.,andithat, his ſoone 
was likewiſe the cbild of God. hur.qhis-was- v0 true, pers 
{waſion of awel informed canſcicncegbut a'fagliſh conceir 
of his blind heart : for as there is no ſociety between (hrift 
and Felial, othere is no ſocietie berween- Chriſt, and the 
ſermants of Bclial of what, degree ſoever. This fooliſh father 
thought he had a ſufficient warrant,of tbe fauour-of God, 

becauſe he ſuffred the out ward worſhip of God co remaine 
in Jeruſalem, and the Preilis and Levits. ro dwell in his 
country:what outward ſhewes ſocuer he made, they.were 
but cloakes of hypocriſie: tor-he himſelfe was an Idolater, 

1.King.14.23. therefore it is ſaid, in 2,Chron,1 2. r<thathe 
forſooke the lawe of God: andin the 5. verſe of rhe ſame 
chapter, the Prophet Shemaiab told the king to his face, 
that He and his Princes had forſaken God: which he ſpeaketh 
from God, becauſe he knew that they were Idolaters:now 
cuery [dolater forſaketh God , ſolopg as he remaineth, a 
worſhiper of Idoles , what conceit ſoeucrabey have of the 
mercy of God, Further, Rehboboams by this bis folly, tavght 
his ſonne eA#/a tomake as great yaunt as-himiclte did of 
the fauourand mercie of Cod; yea and that hewas the 


child of God, becauſe as 1 baye aig he ſuffred the outward 


worſhip of God ta-continue withig bis Dominjons, If you 
C-4 read 
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read the 2.Chron.T3, he ſpeaketh moſt diuinely. of God, 
and his worſhip whereof he made no ſmal bragges.. But ic 


| is not enough to ſpeake of God, and of his holy worſhippe 


for neither was his heart vpright before the Lord , neither 
did he walke according to his word that he ſpake of,r.Kin. 
15.2: He wasalſocalled Aviam, which carrieth a farre 
other interpretation: which is this, My father « the ſea:now 
this ſpeach is to be ynderſioed by an Eclip/r, and defeR 
of ſome words in this manner; Ay father ir Lord of the ſea, 
W hich name he receined nor, as it ſeemerh,, when hee was 
circumciſed, but hetaketh irto himſelfe , after that famous 
victeric obtained againſt /eroboen , as correing the name 


which bis father gauc him ; for then he perſwaded himſeclfe 


thathe ſhouldextend the limits of his kingdome,reducing 


the tenne tribes by rhe force of his ſword to returne tothe 
houſe of Dad, ſo farre as the ſea it ſelfe, ynderfiznding 
the Mediterranean ſea, which was in the dayes of Salomon, 
the limite on the Weſt : but behold the forcible: power of 
the ſecret hand'of Almighty God, who dafhr all eAbiam 
his defignes; and brought them ro nothing : for alrhough 


he got a moſt-famous' viRorie; and had in; that batraile 


flaine of the //aelires five hundred thouſand ; yer Abiam 
beein g bridled,no doubr by the ſecret hand of God, as 
is ſaid, inſiſted not in reducing the ten tribes tothe crowne 
of Iwda, nor to extend his dominionsts the ſea, for thoſe 
xrybes lay moſt of them along the ſea coaft,and'the reft vp- 
on the bankes of /ordaz, which he might then haue done 
withont ſtroake of ſwerd; onely he recouered certaine ci- 


ties, and purſued not his victory any further, 2. Chron, 


13.19. | | | 
Aſa the ſonne of Abiais interprted, ceſtrultion: the feare 
of God hauing taken deep roote inthe hearr of this king, 


| heficſtattempred according to his name, to deſtroy and o- 


verthrowe Idolatry inall parts of his Dominions; he brake 
their altars, he cut downe their groves, he' ſtampt their j- 
doles; and this he performed with great magnimity , bee- 


ing 


CuntsrTs genedlopte, rs 
ing perſwaded thar idolatrie was the cheife cauſe of the 
great troubles, which befell che former kings vis prede- 
cefſors. By this meanes he made a way to eſtabliſh the 
true worſhip of Godin all parts of his kingdome , binding 
-his ſubies by oath co ſerue che Lord: after this meanes al- 
ſo he procured long peace to himſelfe.Imuſt needs remem- 
ber you, that he ſparednot his mother, wheme, becauſe 
ſhe refuſed to be reformed by his authoritie, or to yeeld ſo 
much as outward obedience to bis lawes, he depoſcd her 
from herregencic,, he brake her Idol and burns it. Hee 
dcſtroyed likewiſe thathuge hoaſt of Zareh, the Ethiopian, 
who came in ypon his country with a million of foote men, 
and with three hundreth chariots; bur according to Trem. 
and /#x, with three hundred thouſand chariots, becauſe 
{ ſay they) Haranithe Prophet ſpeaking afterward of theſe 
chariots, yted.theſewordsy :Verie: manie', 2, Chron. 16. 8, 
how ſocuer,he deſtroyed this army; ouerthrew'their cities, 
and harried the whole countrie, and ſe returned to /eru- 
ſalem, 1 might ſpeake much concerning theſe two armics, 
eſpecially ef che army of Zarah, who:is called an Erhiopian, 
and they that follow him Frhiopinrs: forthe common -opie 
onis ; that they» came. foorth-our- of Erhiopie , but the cir- 
cumſtances of the text doe prooue,, that this hoaſt was 
confuſed company of eArabiars cheifely., who were firſt 
named from Chuſh., Ethiopians : but theſe diſcourſes] let 
paſle, becauſe my purpoſc.is fhprelyto runne ouer: thein-, 
terpretation of theſe names in Chriſt his pedegree , 2s. you 
requeſted, Now toreturne to our purpole ; After this '{o 
great aviAorie, A/#became nort-carclefſe of the worſhip 
of God, but ſought ſo much the more ro eſtabliſhthe ſame, 
and to remoouse allimpediments chat mightRay:theſetling 
thercof,according tothe.exhortationof Zacharia'tthePro- 
phet, which procured vnro him a long peace: for it is ſaid, 
2, Chren.15.19. that thu his peace continued 25 yeares:tou- 
ching the yaderſtanding of theſe yeares, read A, Trem, 
note yponthis place. .This 4/a was.a greatdeftrayer:of i- 
dider 2 dolatry, 
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2© An Explication of 
dolatry , and of his aduerſaries that inuaded his country; 
yet when Baaſha of Iſrael came againſt him, he had neither 
heart nor hand, as we ſay, to withſtand him; but ſuffred 
Baaſha to incloſe him, while he ſentin the meane time a rich 
preſent to Benhadad of Syria, intreating him to inuade the 
dominions of Baaſha.: this 'was Aſa his declining cime, 
when his heart beganne to fieale away from God: for then 
his courage failed him, his ſpirits became feeble , and hee 
was faint-hearted : for if you. will remember his army of 
fue hundred and foureſcore thouſand, all yaliant men, 
which he brought againſt Zarah, you will ſay , thathe had 
ſtrength enoughagainſt Bas/h4; but as I ſaid, the Lord, 
rooke his heart and courage from him, that hee refuſed 
to come in open ficld againſt him, After this he became 
 worſeand worſe: for when he was reprooued bythe for- 
mer Prophet, for cruſting fo much in theftrength of Syria, 
he caft the Prophet in prifon:, and beganne to. opprefle the 
people: if you read the tory ro the ende , it will appeare I 
knowe, that his latter ende was worſe then his beginning. 
And this ſhall ſuffice'rs baue beene ſpoken of 4/a., the de- 
ftrojer,rightly fo called , forthepace of many: yeares : al 
though he prooued not ſuch +-deſtroyer; as' his father 
intendedhee ſhould haue beene':: for he hoped that hee. 
ſhould haue deftroyed- the -houſe of  ereboam, that hee 
might have poſieffed himſelfe:of the: cenne tribes., and 
haucvaired chenvro.the cromne of /#dathuthe wasno ſuch 
mes 23-1 3557 5110 D 6: 42oigh $1909. 1G 5:38.57 
Tchoſhophat is expounded, The Lord indgeth, His father 
Aſa, whowasa good king while bis latter end, named hin. 
I[cheſhophat , that be might depend. ypen the power and 
goodnefie of God, affuringhimithar the Lordithe vrear. 
Iudgeofthe world, would defend bim-againftall his ere- 
mies: ſuch exhortations tooke place ſoong inche heart of 
[eboſhophat-for this godly king waseſpecially carefull ro 
eſtabliſh Religiou wirhin bis countrey, and to remooue T- 
dolarrie our ofthe ſame;tor hetooke away the high places 
27.65% which 


On 
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which his anceſtors did not before him, 1. King.2 2.4T. % 
Chron.17. And tothe end that Religion might take place 
in the hearts of his (ubie&s, he diſperſed through the cities 
_ of /uda ſufficient men, both to infiruRt the peoplein the 
principles of religion, asalſoto take orderin all places of 
his kingdome, that all bis ſubies ſhould be obedient to 
the holy word, and to publike authoritie, I meane, to God 
and the King: he ſet alſo Iufticer of Peace and Indges, in all 
parts of the countrey, for the maintenance of Iuſtice and 
equitie among his ſubies, And all theſe che king himſelfe 
exhorred to be faithfull in their office, requeſting themeo 
haue reſpe,not ſo much to him who was their king, in the 
diſcharge of their office,as to the Lord, the ſupreame Iudge 
of all Iudges; Becauſe, ſaid he, youareto bee vicegerents in 
your office, not ſo much to me, as to high Ichowah, 2.Chr, 19.6, 
Theſe are the two braſen pillars which godly Kings and 
Princes ſhould ereR in their dominions, that they may 
peaceably inioy them; how well may they reſt themſelues. 
| vpon theſe pillars, and from thence behold the wealth, 
peace; and profperitie of their ſubies,together with their 
happy ſeciritie, which while they goe abour by their own 
wits onely to ſtrengthen, negleibg this royall edifice, 
they bring vpon their eftates irrecouerable ruines; which 
lehoſhophat as a wiſe King intime prevented. IT admire to 


remetnber how ſtrong and mightiehe waxed by obſeruing. 


this courſe, whereof to ſpeake alitte,"andcolet'paſſe his 
cohfederacie with the houſe of /ael, whereofhe was' rhe 
firſt, which did not long proſper with him, but was both 
hurtfull co him and his poſterirytthe number of his fighting 
men are muſtered inthe 2.Chron.17,14.and after, amoun= 
ted todleuteh butjdred'and threeſcorethoufarid ren: this 
number amazeth me the more, when Veenfider thenarrow: 
bounds of his rerritorie,' which" ſome have weitten net* 
much'to excrede the'tountie of Kent {but we neede tor ? 
much ro marvell ar cthefe numbers, if wetermember the pro«- 
mife of God maide to Abraham: for the'Eord prothiſedito” 
ad C 3 make 
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make his poRteritie, as the #arres of heaxen,and the ſands of 


the ſea, which is as much as” 1mmmmerable, Gen, 5.5. but to 
compare this number of /choſhophat to the number giuvca yp 
to David by loab, of IſFact and Iuda then vaited together, 

which is not much more greater then this, although I con- 
feſle, that if, /oab had been as carefull in that bufines, as the 
King was earneſt ,. he might haue brought ina farre grea- 
rer number ; concerning both which places, I agree wich 


that moſt reuerent man of God, D. Whitaker, de awthoritate 


Scriptere again Bellerminegwho {ajth that rhe truch of ho- 
ly Scripture is robe imbraced and reuerenced, nowſoeuer it 
{ſecme to be aboue the reach of humane reaſon: for what 
man ſocuer had affirmed ypon his owne authoricie,that the 
King of /«#da could muſter ſo many hundred thouſand:me, 

or that the tribes vndiuided could have raiſed ſuch anum- 
ber, 1 would have taken it for atraucllers repare, and ſuch 
kind of men are commonly giuen co ſpeake more thea they 
ſee: but ſeeing I finde both numbers regiſtred in holy 
Scripture, I embrace the truth with all my heart:for doubc- 
lefle this Jeboſbophat, who depended wholly ypon the pow- 


er of God, whom he knew .to be Iudge and goyernour. of | 


all the world, became mightic and powerfull our of mea- 
{ure, Others thinke thar this number here mentioned in 
Icheſhophat, is not all to be referred to him alone, bur to o- 
ther Kings following, eſpecially becauſe he feared when 
he heard that Moab a and Ammen wereentred, his. -COUNTTY, 


and yet he knew that their forces could no wayes be com- 


parable tothe lealt number that was ynder the leaſt of his 
lcaders, 2.Chron.20.3..,. 4 

Jehoram called allo lors, is interpreted, The Lord 6 high 
«:d mightic : the. impoſition of which game, argyeth, how 
careful} hjs father /choſhophat was, ro have drawne. him to 


 thetruefeare of the high and:mighty. /choxa,that he ſhould 


haue feared to diſhonour his Maicftie with abbominable 
Idols: for if the feare of God be ſetled.in thy hearr,, ic will 
Withllramefhes: from the. borcible hnnes that Sachawis i 78 

| | ticivg 
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ticing thee ynts: but grace commeth not by generation, it 


js the ſpeciall gift of God: his education,and the continual 
preſence of his godly father, kept backe that fwelling ſea 
of wickednes, that was rifing in his heart, which did break 
forth in his fathers time to his griefe, and cheifely after hee 
married eAihaliab, the daughter of eAbab, king of Iſrac}: 
to which affinitic he was allured by eAhadbs policic: he be- 
came indeed a moſt impious and wicked king, delighting 
in blood and Idolatric,being whetted daily to the ſame,by 
the prouocations of his proud wife Athalta : his court was 
roo much frequented by his wines friends, both when hee 


raigned in Tuda, as viceroy in theabſence of his Pather in 


the Syrian warre, 2,King.$:15. as alſo after he was ſole & 


abſolute gouernour thereof: for when /ehoſhophat his Fa- 
ther was dead, his vices that had beene/long covered , be- 
ganne to breake out a pace, 2, Chron, 21; his heart beeing 
peruerted and drawn away before from the wayes of God, 
and fromthe good inſtructions and examples of his godly 
father. And becauſe this wicked king would not humble 
himlelfe before the high and mightie Lord { which his ta- 
therlaboured to haue.cfteRed) therefore the Lord did let 
bim know-in bis wrath that he was high and mightie: for 
the Edemites rebelled againft him, The Philiſtims-and Ara- 


bians ſpoyled bis countrey , robbedhis family, rooke his 


wife and children captiues, who for recreations fake abode 
belike-in ſome part of the countrey, well farre from Terwſa- 
lem, and flew chem when they came to their campes, Ar al 
which miſeries when he becamg benummed, and fenſlefle, 
the Lord to awaken.him ſent him a letter, which Eljah had 
written, before he was taken-yp, concerning bim, which, 
decauſc asit ſcemeth, he regarded not; (for he hardned his 
heart againſt the counſels & exhortations of the Prophers) 
therefore the Lord ſtroke him with moſt grieuous diſcaſes 
andcorments in his belly for the ſpace oft:twoyeares , that 
at laſt his bowells fell out, and this wretched King” ended 
his miſerable life, | LE 
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You ncede not trouble your ſelfe whenyou heare, that 
of theſe glorious Kings, ſundry of them were Idolatrous 


and wicked wretches: for as the Lord is not bound to {aue 
any of Adams race,ſo-doubtlefte he kerperh inuiolably that 


which he ſpake tro Moſes, that hee will ſhewe mercie ou whom: 
17 pleaſeth him toſhew mercie, Exod. 33. 19. which ſentence 
the Apolitle Paul expoundeth cleerely, Rom. 9.15. &c. It 


wazneuer promiled by any ofthe holy Prophets , thar all 


the; Anceftors of Chriſt ſhould. be holy and godly perſons, 
iris ſufficient that wee knowe what perſons” they are thac 
went before him, 

Fz4ia which name is alio written Hozia, and Oz14, for 
the greekes ſo pronounced the firſt name, Ilet paiie a moſt 
worthy hiſtory with S. /fatthew of three Kings, and of ma- 
ny profitable: things-beloungipg to them , vhe diiconrſe 
whercof would rake vp this ſhort cime that I have to ſtay 
with you: but-ro the purpoſe. This /zz4a'was not the {on 
of loram, neither did he immediately iucceed him in the 
goucrnment., but was the ſonne of Amaziat, and ſucceeded 
vnto him:ſome thinke there was a vacancieandimterreguum 
of ſome rtenne or elcuen yeares berween the:death of ma. 
24, and the coronation of his ſonne: others more adhering 
ro the text, acknowledge no yoide time: fer itis ſaid, chat 
the people of the land tooke V2.344, becing then 16.'yeares of age, 
and trowned him king, which they did ( as good expoſttors 
hold ) at that very ſame time when his father Amazia was | 


ſurpriſed by treaſon , 2.King, 12.21, but Ileauethis point 


to the Chronoligers. Nowgs concerning the interpretati- | 
on ofthe name Vzxzi4, it fignitieth, rhe Lord i my ftrength: | 
he is alſocalied Azaria, whichis, becing interpreted , God 
hath helped me. What conceits focuer his father had in the 
nomination of his ſonne,we may pafle them ouer: for it ap- 
peareth clearely enough by the tex, that vpon ſmall hopes 
he couid-yaunt egreigiouſly, and gaueiout himfſelfe for a 
valiant man at armes, and could challenge  farre better 
man of warre then bimſelfe, wha for all his brags prooucd 
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a very coward; onely he wiſhed his ſonne, when he was Cir- 
cumciſed, ſtrength 8nd helpe from God, And ſurely accor- 
ding to the names given bim, the Lord was his firengih, 
arid afhiſted him in the beginning of his raigne, 8gaio(t. the 
Philiftims 3nd Arabians 01d enemies to the Iewes ; and the 
Ammonites allo did willingly offer their long intermitted 
tribute, and payed the ſame; yea the Egyptians feared, when 
they heard of his name: for he grewe tamous for his victo- 
ries: and fo the ende that his name might ſpread it ſelte 
through the earth , he fortified the cities of /#da, and his 
frontiers ſo ſoone 85 he had any relaxation from warre, (to- 
rivg chem with all things fit to repulſe hoſtile invaſton, he 
was a very prouident king for the dangers of warre, and to 
augment his owne tate, The Prophet Eſaias who prophe- 
cied in his time ( as did divers others , Hoſea, /oel, Amos, 
Obadias, and Tones) ſpeaking of his warres againſt the Phy- 
- liftims , calieth hun Virga percatientss, the rodag of him thel 
[mote thee, meaning Paleſtinaot the Philiffims : and in the 
j2me place, flirps ſerpentrs, the roote of the ſerpemt, meaning 
Hoxzia, Eſa, 14, 29. But that godlinefie whereof all this 
while he made a ſhewe, vaniſhed away a little after, as the, 


morning dewe: for beeing now well ren 


[£4 
75 


thned , and 


knowing that his enemies hid themſeſues tor teare of him, 
he preſumed to goe ro the houſe of God to offer incen(e, 
which the Preiſts of the Lord would not ſuffer him co per- 
forme; and as he threatned them, che Lord himlſelfe eaded 
the controuerſie betweene them, and fireke him on his 
forchead with Leprofie,ſo that he was nor ofely chruſt out 
of che houſe of God, but was pur apart from the people, 
and dwelt by himſclfe, as 4Leper, ſo long 2s hee lived, 


Read loft 
<hap.ii, 


phas tothis purpoſe in the 9, booke of his Antiq. 


You may clearely perceiue by the text, that Amazia for 
all the brag ges,he made when /oaſh of {ſrael had abated his. 
courage, and had him priſoner, his ſonne YV4zie was not at 
this time borne; and therefore what meruaile it {nazi at 
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36 An Explication of 
his ſonnes birch gaue him ſuch names as might tirre him 
vp afterward to be revenged on the poſtecitie-of [oas, wiſh- 
ing that God would make him ſtrong and afſift him againſt 
Ifrael,for ſuch indignities that were offred his father, Ne- 
uertheleſſe Vzziagortnoleaueto thinke of the Warres a- 
gain(t Iſrael, for fuch enemies as I have ſpoken of:and like- 
ly it is, that Yzzis meaſuring the ftrength of /ſ7ae/ his 
neighbour,and ſeeing him great and mightie ( for fo 1/rae/ 
was in thoſe times ) would not incounters with him raſhly, 
as his father Amazia had done, | 
Bur to refreſh your memorie with this ſmall addition, 
ou may-maruell that /oaſh of [/-ael after that he had entred 
Tersfalem with his priſoner their king Amazia, and was be- 
come maſter of the towne, did nor at that time vnite che 
crowne of [ndato the reſt of his tribes, deſtroying and ex- 
tirping, which he might eaſily haue done, the whole poſte- 
rity of Dawid: but I aflfure you that the Lord was watching 
ouer the houſe of Daxid with a watchfull eye at this time: 


 forhowſocuer he ſuffred /oa/h to puniſh the Iewes , and 


breake downe a great parc of the walles of Jeruſalem, yet he 
would not ſuffer [caſh ro meddle with the crowne of [uda, 
neicher yer with the poſteritie of David: which made To- 
aſh , when he had ſpoyled the treaſures ofthe Temple , and 
thoſe thar Amazias had in his owne coffers, to contene 
bimſelfe with this bootie, and returne'; by which meanes 
the kingdome was preſerued for YV/z214,a5 ſaid is, 

Totham the fonne of V2tia, is interpreted, the Lord & 
vpright, or perfeit, Which name it ſeemeth hee received 
in tne beginring of his fathers rejgne, and when God 


! Do 
aſfted him againſt che Philitifs and others his encmies, 


as a figne of his thanksgiuing , for the many viQories ob- 
tained over them;as if he ſhould haue ſaid, hauetound the 
Lordiult and vprightin affifting me his fernam'im ell my 
wayes,andin proſpering me againſt our enemies, & there- 
fore remember my ſonne, adhereto the Lord, forſake him 
not by imbracing idolatrie, but ſeruc him with an vprighe 

k 5.4 hearr, 
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heart, and thov ſhall inde bimypright with:thee., ſo thar 
he will defiroythiveevcmics,” In deed this King hach the 


commendation of the ho! y ſpirir \ that he ſerled his waies be- 


forethe Lora, 2, Chron, 27.6, for he remembred how the 
band o ft God 'wasvpon many of his Anceftors,aodcheitely 
onhis fathe;,for preſuming wo offerincenſe in thehouſe of 
the Lord: therefore did /othaw t2ke the better heed rothis 


waies, thar he might doerhatwhich was Tighteous | in the 


Goht of lo righteous a'God, 

" Ahaz, the ſonne of Jochem, 2 2. Chron, 28. is interpreted, 
Apprebending,or poſſeſſmg: by which name Jorbam would re- 
member his ſonne,r20 hold ſuch poſſefſions;, as were: left 
1m by his Ancefiors, 2nd co labour whathe could, to in. 
large nis Dominions: bur this wicked andidolazrous king 
loſt more, then his father and grandfather had conquered 
in their times: for Pekatrthe ſorne of Rematiab king of /ſ- 
racl, and Reſin of Aram invaded tis countrie,cand prevailed 
againſt Him :40rthough they rooke not leruſalems, yerthey 
made agreat ſlaughter of his people, 2nd: kitled an hon- 
dreth and twenty thouſand of them:they had alſo carried a- 
way ro captivitie two hundreth thoufand, had not the 
Prophet Oacd come iv time', and counielled the hoft of //- 
rac tolet them goe: after this the Eemrtes came vpon him, 
and made hauocke of bis country and people, The PhilyFims 
alio tooke from him fundry cities thar wereadioyning vn- 
to them. And when he had hired Tighathepeleſer,the Aﬀy- 
rian,to aft him againſt Pokah and Reſin { in doing of 
which hevrtered bimſeite an vnbeleeuing king, rejecting 
the promiſes and hgnes offred in the name of God by his 
ſeruant Eſaiss,and troftivg to his treaſares, )be found not- 
withſtanding the Aſſyrian as great an enetviy as were the 
reſt. Itis from my purpoſe , alwaies worthie tobe remem- 
bred, how the Lord comforted the hearrs of his children 
in thofe daies: for when Eſa; (awehowsnb ftinately Abax 
rcfuled the promifesiof God, andthe choiſe of what finnes 
be-pleaſed for his:confirmation; then the Lordinooucd his 
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Prophet eo renewe the promiſe of Chriſt his firſt com- 
ming., to the comfort of all the Saints of God then li- 
uinge. 

Exekia the godly ſonne of vnbelceving eas, is inter- 
preted, My ſtrength is the Lord, Letnort this mooue you, 
that the name of Vzz54and Execkia becing divers names, 
have notwithſtanding one and the {ame interpretation:for 
as ſome Hebrew words haue diverſe, yea and contrary ſig- 
nifications; ſo there are ſundry that are ſjnovima, Hgnify- 
iag one and the ſelfe ſame thing ynder diverſe names: and 


now to ſhew you the analogie of this interpretation ; How 


wicked ſocuer his father was, yet he named his {onne from 
the Rrength and firmitic of the Lord: for when hee looked 
vpon his continuall croubles, and the ſore vexation: thai 
befcll him for his ſinnes , he requeſted God to ſirengrhen 
his ſonne, that be might be better able ro withſtand his e< 
nemies, therhe himſelfe was in encountering thoſe tha? 
came againſt him, Maruell not at the impoſition of ſaci, 
names, neither yet at the prayers ofhypocrites, which zhey 
can plentifully powre out in publique meetings tobe ſec 
of men; he had-no grace tp ſtay himſelfe vpon the promiſes 
of God, when he was requeſted foto doe, butbehold hee 
wiſheth his ſonne that God would firengthen himagain(! 
all che former enemies, no doubt, you heard of, This was 
an earthly requeſt, vttered with the indignation of his barr. 
2g2inſtall that moleſted him: and to ſpeake no more here. 
of, :bur of chat ſtrength that. the Lord gaue Zzxchiah his 
ſonne, 

The Lord firſt trengthened: him inthe reformation of 
Religion:for-he opened the doore of the Temple,which his 
father had not ouly defiled with ſundry aborminations, but 
had fhur ic yp, that hee might eauſe the people to reſortteo 
the high places, & other abhominations that he had ſet vp: 
the Lord was Ezetzas Rrength , that he both opened the 
dorethereof, and alſo purgedit, and caſt out thoſe filthic 
abhominations wherwith his father had filled itthe offered 
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vp all ſorts of ſacrifices inthe ſame according to the lawe, 
& conſecrated it anew,he replaced the Prieits of the Lord 
in their roomes, and orders, toexecurte their office accor- 
ding as Hoſes and David gaue direRion from the Lord. He 
deſtroyed and brake downe all ſorts of images, altars, and 
other idolatrous things, through the whole land : he cele- 
brated the Paſleouer,a ſweet remembrance of their deliue- 
rance out of Egypt, which had been long intermirred be- 
fore: there was no ſmall preparation for the celebration of 
this Paſſeouer, tothe which he invited all the other tribes, 
ſending forth his meſſengers through their cities & dwel- 
lipgs to call them backe, if it were poſſible, not ſo much 
from their obedience to the houſe of [eroboamn, as from that 
filthy idolatrie,to the true worſhip of God: but becauſe my 
purpole is notto touch the particular points of the hiſtory, 
but onely to informe you of his name, and what rength 
God gaue him according to the ſame: 

Therefore in the ſecond place God ſtrengthened him a- 
gainſt that feareful armie ot the Afyrian:what pretence the 
eAſſjrian bad for this inuaſion, we need not totrouble our 
ſelues herein, ſecing that ſuch Tyrants doe glorie more to 
fartisfie their owne will and pleaſure, then to follow reaſon 
and equirtie: for this is their motto, Quod /iber, licer, Like it 
was, that this Sawwaberib quarrelied Ezckia for not perfor- 
ming ſome yearlytribute or komage which he expeRed: or 
at leaſt he would haue bad Ez+k5a to acknowledge him his 
Maſter, as his Father Ahaz had doneto his. father before: 
but whatſocuer hee pretended, Ezekiah was contented to 
quench the greedy thirft of the Afjriar, with abundance 
of gold and filuer;after the receit whereof the Afyrian pro- 
miſed to depart from our of his countrie, without doing a= 
ny outrage therein: but this good King found the Aſſyrian 
falſe and deceitfull: for although himlelfe departed ro the 
oppugnation of Egypr, yerhelett an huge army co ſacke /e- 


_ Taſalem, vnlefle Exekiab would ſfatisfie all bis demands : ar 
this time he found Rrength from God,who ſent his Angel, 
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and in thenighttime defiroyed of that armie, an hundreth 
foureſcore and five thouſand, 5 | 
-:Thirgty, the Lord frrengtiened him thenexr yeare after 
thisin his. great fckenedte, which is Bought io haue beene 
the plague: for the Lord did not onely raife him vp contra- 
ric to his expetation; but allo added 15, yeares ro his 
dayes, and confirmed the promiſe thereof by amiracle in 
the courle ofthe Sunne, whole ſhadow went ten degrees 
backeward ypon Abez, his diall:concerniag which degree 
Iembrace Trem.and-/#1,opinions,that the dyallwas'cut in 
twelfe degres, for fomaeny full houres, and in 24. degrees 
for ſo many halfe:houres; and that the ſhadow of the ſunne 
reflected trom the;gvomen vpon tem degrees of halte hours, 
vpon which the ſhadow of the Sunnecemebacke at once 
to the tenth degree, : 
Manaſſes the fonne of good Ezeohias, is interpreted, for - 


gerfull, or cauſing to forget, He was born atterthe great ſick < 


nefle from which the Lord deliueredhis father:miraculouſ- 

ly; and he called his jonne Afavaſſe; becauſethe Lord:cav- 

ſed his father to forget;all his former croubles; 'and gavc 

bim a wonderfull peace all them 15. yeares: efterthis man- 

ner, when /sſepb the ſonne of [acob was made Lord and 

zouernour in Egypt, he called bis eldeſt:ſonne, whom A- 

fnath the daughter ot Potiphar bad borne-vnro him;by the 
ſame name MManaſſes, becaulc ſaid he, The Lord: bath canſed 

2ne to forget all the trouble that was dons to me in my fathers fa- 
ily ,Gen.q41.,51,Likewiſe this good King was in hope that 
bis ſonne ſhould haue forgotten the abhominable ſuperſtie_ 

tions of idolatry,cipecially becauſe hewas borne after that 

his father bad quenched, not the ftre oneiy, but the very 
ſmoeke of idolatrie,and had reformed3li parts of his coun- 
trey., ſo that there was no apparant :hgne that idolatrie 
ſhould haue ſer vp the head any more ; but this vngodly 
ſonne ( ſo he continued along.time,) deceiuing the expe- 

&tation of his Father, ſoone forgorthe great care hetooke 
in planting \Religion:he became ynlike his Father;yea,con- 
| ra. 
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trary to himin all things: for he forgat the true worſhippe 
of God, and filled the land with idolatrie; hereedified all 
the idolatrous places which his Father had overthrown;he 


| filled the houſe of God with range altars, yea with altars 


for all the haſt of heaven : hee made his ſonne to paſſe tho- 
rough the firein the valley of Hinnom: he gaue himſelfe to 
witchcaft and ſorcerie, depending vpon the whiſpering of 
his familiar ſpirits : he ſet vp an abhominzble idoll in the 
houſe of God: and becauſe he would ſeeme ro do more for 
theeftabliſhment of idolatrie, then his father had done for 
the aduauncement of true Religion, hee ſpared not ro ſhed 
innocent blood,not only in cauſing the innocent children 

to paſſe through the fire, as is ſaid;bur alſo in cauſing thoſe 
to be killed, who would not worſhip his idols: and not to 

forget that his barbarous crucltie,he gave commandement 

that the Prophet Eſaias ſhould bee ſawne in ſunder with a 

wooden ſaw, neere the waters of S/oa; in which cruelty he 
exceeded /oaſh, who cauſed Zacharia the ſonne of [choids 
to be Roned to death, 2.Chron, 24.21 This was the drow- 
fiefleep of idolatrie that overtooke Manaſſe, and cauſed 
him to forget the worſhip of God, and the good admoni. 
tions of his godly father : for which his impieties commit- 
ted now many yeares together, the Lord beganne ro pu- 
niſh him by che rodde of rhe Afrians, who rooke him pri- 
ſoner, and carried him to Baftel{: he was the firſt King of 
[ada that was carried our of -his land to captivicie. In' the 
time of his captivity, when be felt the juſt hand of Ga&pu- 
niſhing him { for he was not onely vicd asa baſe priſoner, 


- but if the report ef heathen writers bee true, he was thruſt 


within a caſe of yron, and fedde with courſe bread & wa- 
ter) he repented him then of the ethilthe had done, & made 


humble fupplication ro God for mercie and forginenefle of 


his former finnes,, and for: deliverance out of capriuirie, 
which the Lord in his good time effefted; moouing rhe 
teart of e H:rodac, who was a friend to his Father Ezckiah, 
to pitie his eftate, and to fend him backe ag3ine into hys 

inge 
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kingdome. Whethec he made any private paGtion with the 
Aſſyrian oc not, it is vncertaine z yet certaine it'is, thai hee 
yowed and promiſed to God, to reltifie to the world his 
eruc repentance, and to ouerthrow Idojatrie, which he had 
builded vp before; and to aduance the worſhi> of God, 
which he had oppugned before, In both which he labou- 
rea moſt carnefily after his recurne out of capriuitic , not 
onely by the ftrengrh of publike authoritie, but by giving 
example in his owne peiſan: for he belped co-ciett our of 
the Temple of God the alcars and idols, wherewith he de- 
filed it, he offred tacrifices vpon the altar of God, and com- 
manded his ſubie&s by publike edits, contrary to the for- 
mer, to worſhip the Lord God of Iſrael, 

How long he continued an idolJater, & how mavy years 
hee was 4 priſoner ; as alſo how long be lived after his re- 
curne, although theſe accidents are not nored by their par- 
ticular times, yet the (hroxologers have giuen their opini. 
ons; which I purpoſe neither co ſpecifie, nor to control, 

Amon the ſonne of Manaſſes, 2,Chro.33.20., &c. is well 
interpreted, »rr/ed, or brought vp, When his Father raged 
at homein ereQting Idolarrie, he thought notwithſtanding 
tohaueproſpered as Exckia had done before him, but hee 
was farre deceiued: forthe Lord will not proſper wicked 
doers: this mans father Manaſſes rafted of the anger of 
Godin great mercie: for the Aſſyrians affli ted him, tooke 
him captiuec, impriſoned him,and laid fetrers and yrons on 
him: and this chafiiſement was a mieanes of his conuerſion, 
Now Amor his ſfonne was borne at home when his Father 
was a priſoner, and yet not conuerted: ſo ſaone zs hee vn- 
derftood that there was a ſonne borne vato him, hee tooke 
orderthact he ſhovul bexwrſedand browght wpin idolacrie, 
which was diligenily performed, whereupon he was called 
Amon, that is,One that was brought wp in the abſence of bis fa= 
ther, according as hee gaxc direction. Thus Amor ſucked the 
noyſome poylon of 1dolatrie, from his birth, wbich tooke 
ſuch deepe roore in his hearc, that hee was a maintziner 

thereof 
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thereof ſo long ashee lived , which was in 8ll 24. years, 
and he raignedas king two yeares, and was killed by trea- 
ſon, . 
[o/ias the ſonne of Amen, 2.King.22. 2.Chron. 24. is in- 
terpreted, the Lord is a fire. Amon would haue excited his 
ſonne /o/ias to the detence of Idolatrie, promiſing and at- 
tefling in preſence of his Nobles at his circumcifion , that 
would he (fiand in defence of that worſhippe whicb he, af-- 
terthedeath of his father ſanaſſes, had eſtabliſhed, then 
vndoubredly Cod would be a fireto aft him againſt his e« 
nemies, votill they were conſumed : and all this he ſpake 
from an heart blinded with the darke clowdes of idolatrie, 
not knowing what he ſaid, Bur behold, as the vearts of ali 
men are in the hands of the Lord,fo the Lord preſerued the 
heart of /oſias from the contagion of idolatry , and powred 
grace therein when he was eight yeares olde; his father 4- 
2191 Was {laine as he was two yeares old, at what time God 
tooke care of ofias, that hee was brought vp religiouſly, 
ard in the feare and knowledge of God, Let vs then conhie 
der, how the Lord was a fire to /o/7as : hee filled his young 
andtenderheart with heauenly light, and with the rrue 
knowledge of God, and with zeale to his glory ,, 8s hote as 
fire, which [adds prophecied almoſt 3co, yeares before, 
Now 7ofras feeling this heauenly and diuine fire in his barr, 
he was inflamed in his young years againſt idolatry, which 
helaboured, ſo farre as he could , to remooue, although his 
father and grandfather had with no ſmall charges erected 


the ſame before: for.he ouerthrewe the high places , brake 


downe their images and fiatues,, Ramped their Idoles in 
powder, burned the bones of the Idolatrous Preifts vpon 
their altars, and purgedall places that were defiled with i= 
dolatry through the land, and ſundry cities within the 
tribe of CManaſſes and Ephraim cuen to Nephtali, in which 
he broke downe their images alſo, though theſeplaces did 
belong ro {ſrael: ſo did Ezckia before, 3.Chron. 31.1. How 
and after what manner Ezcka got poſlefſion of them, if I 
E I could 
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could tay to examine the text of Scripture, we ſhould find 
that either Ezckia tooke poſſeſlion of them after that ouer- 
throwe, which the Aſſyrian brought ypon 1ſrae!, when 
their laſt king Hoſea was carried to captiuirtie or that they 
were giuen him as in gift, when the Aſjrians could not 
keepe them in their owne poſſefiion : howſoeuer we finde 
them poſſeſſed by Ezekzas and /o/ias,, who were both care- 
full ro reclaime them from Idolatrie to the true worſhip of 
God, The overthrow of idolatrie which ofa performed 


in the zeale of his heart as hote as fire, doth clearely reftific 


that the Lord was a fire ynto him according to his name. 
There are three other principall aRions of his ceſtifying 


the ſame, which I acede not to inlarge: the firſt is, The or- 
 derhetooke in repairing the Temple, which in his daies 
- was ruinous, an ominous preſage of the deftruttion there= 


of that ſhortly followed. The ſecond is the greife he con- 
ceived when the booke of the lawe was read ynto him, 
whereat hecrembled and rent his cloathes, and direted 
ſundry of his friends to Huldah the Propheteſle, ro knowe 
the minde of God, The third is the celebration of the 
Paſſcouer, which he performed with all ſolemnities due to 
ſo holy an ation, Theſethree becing well conſidered, is 
is very apparant , that the Lord ſer the heart of this gad- 
ly Prince a fire, by the force whereof,he ereted the ſeruice 
of God, and deſtroyed Idolatricin all parts of his Domi- 


nions. | 


True it is,that he did raſhly aduenturehimſelfe in batre!l 
againſt Necs the ſonne of Pſammeticus , which he did, no 
doubr, in fauour of the Aſſyrian», and ro requite his kind- 
nefle, which he ſhewed tro MHanaſſes his grandfather, or 


— in reſpe& of dutie, for the aforeſaid cities within the tenne 


tribes, which were giuen to the kings of Ids. ; 

I hope that it troubletch you not that hee was wounded 
to death in the battaile, ſuppoſe the Prophetefle Hulda 
laid , that hee ſhould bee gathered to bis fathers in peace: which 
I hope you ynderſtand, that he died inthe faueur of God, 

him- 
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himſelfe baving ſoug 
heart, ſo long a5 he lived. 

lakim the ſecond ſorve of /oſia, 2.King.23., 2.Chron. 36. 
This name is compendiouſly written for /ehoiakims , and he 
was ſo called by Neco the Egyptian thar ſlewe his father :for 
after he had ſertled al} things in Syria, hereturned to /nadea, 
and found that the people of the land had made [ohoahax 
king cuer them, whom belike they ſawe to fauour the Aſſy- 
r;41 more then the reſt of /o/7as his ſonnes : but Neco dile 
placed him, and made him his priſoner, ane ſer /ahim inthe 
royall throne of the kingdome: and that the Babilonian 
might knowe, that Jakims ſhovld be a depender on the 
crowne of Egypt; Neco called him by a newe name, Jehoia- 
kim, The kings of /#da ſhould for many reſpects haue been 
faithtull ro the Chaldeans,as were his Anceſtors; but this 


oht the Lord his God with all his 


 vngodly king tooke vpon him the Egyptian bondage, con= 


trarieto all couenants and oathes which paſſed before be- 
tweene the Cha/deans and the kings of Iuda. The Egyptians 
feldome or neuer ſtrengthned the ſtate of /uda, but were 
ever vnready at their dangers, as the hiſtory importeth. 
This name Jehoiatim, fignifieth as muchas, The Lord will 
raiſe vp; in which nomination he departeth nothing from 
the name that his father /o//a gaue bim, when he was cir= 
cumciſed , which was Eliakzm, this beeing interpreted 
ſoundeth,wmy ſtrong God willraiſe vp: for the firſt ſyllables of 
Tehoiakim are taken out of the name Jehoua,tnat 15,the Lord; 
and the foreſyllables of Eliakim, are Eli, that is, my ſtrong 
God: for El, fignifieth the ſtrong God, Now lertvs lee,what 
[o/;a meant by calling his ſonne E/zakim,which is beeing in- 
rerpreted as ſaid is, my ſirong God will raiſe vp: by which 
name doubtlefle his father thought, that the Lord would 
raiſe vp of his poſteritie to detend the kingdome of /uda 
from all enemies : but had /o/fas , who was otherwilte a very 
oodly king, peruſed the Prophchics of /eremze; nay , had he 
looked to the finnes of his Anceitors,and to the daily abo- 
minations committed by the people of the land , be might 
E I baue 
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haue well knowne that the kingdome of /uda was almof? at 
the laſt period thereof: howbeit char the Lord raiſed vp e- 
uen of his poſteritie, the mightie Prince ſeu Chriſt, to 
frengrhen che ſcepter of ada, This [akim was fo far from 
ftrengehning che (cepter of /uaa, that he became a ſeruant 
to Egypt: but for all his newe freindſhip , he was not able 
to ſauc himſelfe from the hand of Nebuchadnezzar , who 
rooke him priſoner, purpoſing to haue carried him to Ba= 
bel, bur he died in the way,Ier,22.18.19.if you read this, 22, 
chap.and the 36, chap.of Icremic , you ſhall there clearely 
ſee the wickednes of this king, 

And now,that Ileauc not aſcruple behind me concert. 
ning this king, iris written inthe 2,Chron. 36.8, that there. 
was ſome thing found vpon him, which many thinke ro 


haue beenc S1igmats and markes of witchcraft and idola- 


ay , that were inured inhis fleſh, creſtifyivg,how deepely i= 
dolatry was impreſſed in his hearr, that he was content to 
beare the markes thereof in his skinne, Trem, and [xaz, ex- 
pound che place of manifeſt treafon , that was euidently 
found againſt him, whereof he was conuiR : for in the 4.of 
his raigne, which was the firſt of Nebachadnezzars he was 
contented:to renounce the freindſ{hip of the Egyptian, and 
ro ſerue the Babylonian,which he did three yeares together, 
euen the fift , fixt, and ſeauenth yeare of his raigne : after 
which he reuolted from the Babilonian, and breake all co- 
uenants that had paſt betweene them, and: betooke him- 
ſelfe againe to: the friendſhippe of the Egyptian , as hee 


| had done when hee was Vice-roy, {upplying his brothers 


roome, and foure yeares after he himſelte was made king, 


 asis ſaid; 


Theſe,that T haue mentioned, are the ſecond foureteene 
honourable perſons, all glorious Kings,the predeceſſors of 


| Teſus our Lord, andalllineally deſcended out of the houſe 


of King Daxid, cuery one of them having their owne natu- 
zall ſonne to raigne after him, vnleſſe the names of ſome be. 
omitted of ſer purpoſe, as hath been ſaid. 


Atnem. 
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nem, And before you proceed any further,let we ask 
you, why hath $, Afatthew omitted thoſe three Kings that 
raigned betweene /oramand Vzzia, and are mentioned in 
the bookes of the Kings and Chronicles ? 

Theeph, S. Matthew keepeth bhimſclfe within the num- 
bers of 14.& doth therfore omit ſome of lefle note and viey 
for which purpoſe he maketh choiſe to leaue ovt three in 
the middle 14, ranke, becauſe this omiſſion maketh no di- 


| Rurbance in the coherence of this ſecond 14. cither with 


thetfirft 14, or withthe third 14. yea and cercaine it is, that 
the omifſion of theſe names could raiſe no ſcruple or doube 
in the pedegree, which was well knownero the moſt ig- 
norant of thoſe times. | 


Anerm, I haue ſeenc ſundry Greeke editions of S. Aſar- 


thew his goſpel, in which the name of [akhimm the lonne of 7o- 
fas is omittee,and not.ſer downe in the pedegree,bur in o= 
ther editions his name is inſerted, how is this ? 

Theoph. 1 know that M.Beza tolloweth thoſe copies in 
which /akiz is omitted : ſo doth [nin in parallels, as all 
the ancients whome they reverence and followe; yet cer- 


taine it is that the name of /ake4m is to be ſer in the rowle,o- 


therwaies /echontias ſhall be ewice reckoned,namely che lat 
intheſecond 14. and the firſt inthe laſt 74, Some to auoid 
this ſcruple, ſpared notto ſay, tharthere were two called 
by the name of /cchonias, ane the father and the otherthe 
ſonne, which is a {lender anfwer, | 

Muem, Here are two Greeke editions; and the firſt is 
thus read, Iwola; diy ivpnos Thy Itxoriay, x 545 afrrpis auth, 
which the ancients have followed,and M. Seza applaudetn 
thereunto in his 4, edition: this other readeth thus , *Iugia; 
A £yirvnos Tartu Iaxip dt iyirrnre Tor Ityoriay, ©. Which of 
theie editions" is rather to be followed? 

Theoph, The places of the new Teſtament, which are ta« 
ken out of the old Teſtament, are to be referred ynro the 
old, and by it to be reformed, if no ſufficient conſftruſtion 
can make reconciliation between both places:of rheſe rwo 
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ent; 
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readings you ſpeake of, the ſecond agreeth with the places 


of the old Teſtament : yet becauſe the firfi of theſe Greeke 


editions is yery-auncient, letys reverence the iudgement 
of our moP? learned and auncient fathers,and reconcilethe 
places on this manner, befides that which I ſaid in my Jaſt 
enſwer; name]y,that where this edition faith, that /o/7as bee 
gat Techonias , vaderfiand that he begat /echonias as avuy, 
that is, not in his owne perſon , tor he was his grandfather, 
but wediante filio,that is, in the perſon of his tonne /akim, 
ſonne ro /o/tas, and father to /echontas, 

Mnem, Likewayes I pray you lecme heare who were 
bethren to Jechonias, as S, Matthew writcth in theſe words, 
Hechanias and by brethren, 

Theoph, You muſt vaderſtand, that the word Brorher,in 
the Hebrew language, is not alwaies taken for avacurall 
brother, but for others of the kinred: as Gen.13.8.and 20. 


12, and 29.15, ſointhis place, we may vnderfiand by the 


brethren of /echonias, ſuch as were the children of [gahims 
brethren, or ſuch others of the kinred ifluing of /o/izs, And 
tolet you ſeethe Jarge excent of the word vrother, in figni- 
fication, Zedekzas is called Jechonias brother, 2, Chron. 35, 
I9.in which place the word &rother, is taken for the father 
brother: for Zedekias was ſonne to Joſras, brother to 1ahinm, 
and father ro /echonias, Trem. and Ins, tranſlate the word 
brother in that place, by the word agnatza in Latine, a kinl- 
man, Marke further, this Zedektas is called the ſonne of /c- 
chonas, 1,Chron.z.16. where the word ſorne, isnottaken 
for a natural: jonne, but he is called his ſonnelegally,in re. 
jpect he ſucceeded him in the Kingdome, although diſor- 
derly by the violent impoſition of Nebuchaaneztar , & not 
by lawtull ſucceſſion, 

To this I will reade vnto you the judgement of P:ſcator 
vpon this place: Sed ego puto in Chronics recenſeri duos Zede- 
PIAG, quorum prior numeratar in filies Joſie, poſterior anter filzos 
Tehoiakimi, hunc poſteriorem in locum lechonia a Rege Baby- 
lonje ſuifetlum eſſe , ac proinae in loca citatoproprie frairem ap- 

pel- 
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e/lari: that is, But Ithinke there are two Zedekias recko- 
ned inthe Chronicles:the firſt of which is numbred among 
the ſonnes of /o/fas,and the ſecond among the ſonnes of /e- 
hoiakim, & that this ſecond was ſet yp by the king of Babell, 
in the throne of /echonia,and therefore is properly in the afo 
ternamed place called his Brother : but Ileaue Piſcators 
judgement to your cenſure, | 
Anem, But what meaneth S, CMatrhew by the laſt 
words of chat verſe, where he ſaies, that [oſras begat lecho- 
nias and hu brethren, wa} tis utTomeoiag befbvrw©O, that is, mn 
deportatione Babylonica: in the remoouing to Babylon, When 
ſhould either /oſias or Tehoigkim his ſonne beger Techonias 
and his brethren? whether when they were in captivity,or 
before ? 
Theoph, Before no doubt, and therefore the prepoſition 
:ni, in our Engliſh text is well tranſlaced aboxr, in the ſame 
place, about the time they were carried away ec, noting ſome 
time before the capriuitie, andnotin the ſpace that they 
were in the captiuitic, Others thinke that if theſe two 
words be vaderſtood, my; yeyororas, 1#i fuernnt, that were, 
and be ſet before the prepoſition za}, reading itthus, Ard 
hu brethren, that were about the time, &c, then the {crupleis 
diſſolued, | | ; 
IMnew, Let me heare the laſt fourerteene generations. 
Theoph. Techonias, Salathiel, Zorubbabel, Abind, Eliakims, 
eAzor, Zadoc, Achim, Eliud, Eleezer, Maitthan, Iacob, To- 
ſeph, Chrift. 3 | 
In the three firſt names of this rowle, the word begat is 
taken improperly: for not one of rheſe is father or ſonne to 
another, bur ſucceſſors; & this change of fgniticarion fal- 
leth in this place, to affure vs of that change that fell in the 
ſucceſhon of Daxids houſe: for the race of Salomon ended 
in Jechonias, to which the race of his brother Nathan ſuc- 
ceeded, of whom came Chriſt, 
Mynem.1 defire to heare the interpretation of theſe names 
alſo, 


Theoph, 


0 An Explication of 


Theoph, The firſt hath three ſundrie variations: ſechoxnta, 
Conia, lebeiakim: he was the ſonne of wicked Jehorakin ( of 
whole wickednes read the Prophet /eremie , in his 22.26, 


' 26, chapters ) in this threetold variation of his name , the 


Interpretation is one and the ſame in all three : which is, 
The Lord will make ready, (nia lacketh the firft ſyllable(/e) 
by the figure aphereſis, as Trew. noteth, /erem, 22.24. 
What imaginations focuer his father /ag5 had in the no- 
minztion of his ſonne, certen jt is, that the Lord made him 
anſwerableto his name: for as his name was, The Lord will 
make ready , ſothe Lord made hjm readie for the caprtiuit y 
of Babyz, which neither he, nor his father could be per- 
{waded to beleeue, although it was openly prophecied by 
leremie. The Babylonian, aiter be had remooved his father 
[eboiakim from the Royall gouernment, and had taken him 
priſoner, he ſubflitured this Teckonia in his roome, prefer - 
ring him to the kingdome ; dur he changed his minde the 
very next ſpring, when he had raigned three moneths, and 
renne dayes: the Babylonian icared belike, that" this Iehora- 
kim wouldin reuenpge of his fathers death , prooue vifaith- 
full co him; and therefore ſent and rooke him to Babylos, 
before he expected any ſuch thing : he made noreſiftance 
when the Babylonians beganne to furrounde the cine, but 


came forth vato him-ypon his oath and promiſe, which he 


kept nor, bur tooke him with him to Babylon: according to 
that which leremice prophefiec,chap.2 2.24. 

Where I ſaid that the interpretation of his three names 
was one and the ſame,it was to afſurehim of the immutabi- 
litie of Ged his decree, and that he houid certainly goeto 
captivitie; but there was nothing that could make him rake 
warning,or once ſuſpect the miſerje that was Comming ype 
on him, 

Now becauſe this captivitic,to which Techoxia went, be- 
longeth to the 70,yeares,of which leremie prophecicd that 
the Iewes ſhould all that time remain captives in Babyler: 


ynderſiand therefore, that this captiuitic ofthe 70 yeares, 
hath 
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CHRISTSs genealorie. 43 
hath a threefold beginning : the firſt at this Jechonia, in 
which he lived, 37. yeares; at what time he got ſome re- 
taxation after the death of Nebnchadrezzar , whole ſonne 


Emnilmerodach reſpeQed , and brought him out of his 


priſon to court, Theother two ore exprefiely mentiored 


in the 2, King.25,for after /echonia,his ſucceilor alſo Zede- 
kia, was carried away within fewe yeares after. And Neb#- 
zaradan carriedaway the reſt vnto Babel! to remaine 70. 
yeares,tne laſt of which yeares was to bring an vtter ouer- 
throwe to the Babylonian Empire,arnewe entrie to the Per- 
ſian Monachie,and deliverance to the /owes from their long 
and wearyfome captivity, Th 
Salathiel, or Shealtiel, is by interpretation , / hae ſought 
Gead: he was borne in Baby/on, when the people were fore 
vexed vrder the Babylonians: now they the: feared God a- 
mong them at that time, did carnefily call vpon his holy 
name, requeſting him to haue mercy vpon them, to for- 
give them their horrible ſinnes , which they committed a- 
gainſt him when they were yet in their owne land; and to 
finiſh their toileſome captivitie: which Vers his father, by 
the impoſition of this name doth tcftifie, Salarhiel is here 
called the ſonne of /echonias, where the word , ſonne, is ta- 
ken improperly, and giuen to his ſucceſſor in the gouerne- 
ment, The ſonnes of /echonia, if he hadany, died all long 
betore himſelfe in the captivity , of whom /eremie prophe- 
cied, that none of them ſhould ſucceed him in the gouern=» 
ment of the kingdome, Thinke nothing that Verj his fa- 
ther ſucceeded not to /echoniattor he died alſo long before 
in the captiuity, ſo the ſucceſſion fell to Sa/atbiel, who was 
made Prince ana gouernour ouerthe Tewes,and not a king: 
and this authority which he had, was not by the elcCtion of 
the Jewes ſo much; as by the tolerance and tufferance of the 
Babylonians then,and after of the Perſians, wherein the pro- 
uidenceof Gad is to beobſerued, whoto the end that the 
iceprer ſhould (till remaine jn /#dz, according to Jacobs 
propnefie, mooued the hearts of the Babylowians [0 depars 
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Salathiel as a Prince and gouernour ouer the Iewes, when 
they were in captiuity. Wee need not to doubr hereof, if 
we remember the kindnefſe which Exilmerodach ſhewed to 
Techonias, who tooke him out of prilon,and brought him to 
his court, honoring him him moce then any of all his priſo- 
ners, The Babylonian, wao did o greatly reſpeR echonias 
in his lifetime, could not but likewiſe countenancee his 
couſen Salathiet, and give him authoricie ouer the Iewes, 
As for the children of echo, it is all. one whether they 


_ were living or dead; for none of them could ſucccede the 


father in gouernement , as hath beene ſaid , becauſe of that 
Prophecie which /eremie vtrered, cap.22.30.in which place 
he calleth Jechonia, by the word, hariri, that is , altogetber 
naked, comparing him to an olde rotten tree, ſtanding in 
the /forreſt without roppe or. bough; which agreeth 
well with his age, when hee died an olde man, and child- 
lefle. 
Salathiel, and his father Neri deſcended of the houſe of 
Daxid, nat by Salomon, but by his brother Nathas : for the 
race of Salomon enaed in lechoniab, according to the natnes 
that are in this rowle, and according tothe hiſftorie, in Ze- 
acktas his fathersbrother, who was made king of [uda by 
Nebuchadnezzar, when lechonias was carried to Babel, The 
children of Zeackiah were all {laine before his eyes, in Rib- 
lah : ſothat God cut off the race and poſteritie of Salome 
inthe perſons of theſe two kings , who died both childles, 
chat the ſucceſſion might come tothe houle of Nathas. 

| Zorwbbabel, is interpreted, ſcattered, or blowne ro Babell 
with the winde, no doubt, of God his indignation ; ſo cal=_ 
led, becauſe the godly of thole times. gaue names to their 
children, which might remember chem that they were cap- 
tives in a ſtrange land, And this they did, that their chil- 
dren groaning vnder the burthen of their captiuity,ſhould 
the more carneſtly ſceke vnto God by vrfained repentance 
to be delivered from it, This Zorubbabell was the naturall 
ſonne of Pedaieh, who lamenting the ſore miſeries. of the 
pe0- 


CunTr$STsS fenealovre, 4% 
people, g eaue fuch a name to hisfonne, as might lively 2X - 
preſſe the cauſe of their intolerable boerckeas? : heis1n this 

lace of S, Matthew calledibe ſonne of Salathiel,onely be- 
cauſe be ſucceeded him inthe government ouer the Tewes, 
Pedniah his farcher died before Salathie!, Salathiel, as it ſce- 
meth, died before Cyrus was poſſeſſed of Babylon : vpon 
which occaſion, the gouernement of the Tewes lay void 
ſome ſpace,and came to an mterregunm,while Cyrm had ſer= 
led himſelfe in the Monarchie,and had quieted all tumuits 
arifing at ſuch analterario, Then ſoon afrer,he proclaimed 
char edi , by vertue whereof, he granted the Zewes libertie 
ro returne to their owarciend; as Eſaias had prophecied be- 


fore: he appointed alſo Zorubbavellto be their captaine and 


leader roward /erafalem: who found great fauour at bis 
bands , and ac the bands of ethers the Perſian Emperovrs: 
& was bn ſpeciall favour with Dariss the ſonne of Hiſt aſpss, 
of whome he obrained great helps, and all neceflaries for 
the building of the Temple, if we may credit /oſephas in the 
It, booke of his eAntiq.and cap.4. I doubtnot , but you 
know from whence he borrowed this hiſtory ; ; but howſo- 
euer, he was the i1r{t leader of the people our of captivitie, 

and was moſt caretull in building the citic and Temple of 
£300, beeing well trengthned thereto by cxhortations of 
the Prophets of God Haggie and Zacharie, to witch hee 
hearkned moſt diligently , performing what they com- 
manded in the name of the Lord, #Irhough great oppofiti- 
en was made againſt him, by the 01d enemies of theTewes, 

Ezek.4.1,&c. 

Pifeator, wpon this place, is of opinion that there-were 
ewo Zornubbabels; ane, of whome S, Lakhs writeth,the ſfonne 
of Sslathiel,the lonne of Neri deſcending from'Nathan; the 
otherof whome $, ©Hazthew makerhraention, the ſonne 
of Pedaiah , the ſonne of Salathie!, the ſfonne of Iechenta, 
I Chron. 3.17,18, 19. deſcending from Salomen, He im- 
bracerth this opinion the racher \ bocauſeir prooveth Chrift 
to have come (om Salomen,of whowe' be faiths, ,#B8tit was 
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prophecied he ſhonld deſcend, according to that which is 
written, 2.5am.7.12.&c. 

Contra, In my opinion P;ſcater ouerrunneth the matter: 
for we are toreſpe eſpecially the deſcent of Chritt from 
theſe two founcaines Abraham and Danid: now the race of 
Salomsen ending in /echoxias, as the moſt learned hold , Da- 
#id his houſe is notwichRanding continued by Nathan, ac- 
cording to S, Matthew, Salathiel beeing the firſt that came 
of that race, As tor the promiſe of God which the Prophet 
opened to Daxid tio the Lord, by which he would-prooue 
that Salomon his race is continued by Jechonra , who begat 
Salathiel, who begat Pedaiah who begat Zorubbabel,of who 
came Chriſt: Ifhad not any beſides himſelfe ſo expounding 


the promite:all che learned in one voice agree, that the race 


of Salomn was extintt in Techoniah , and that Salathiel his 
ſucceſſour , the {onof Neri-came of the houſe of Nathan: 
read 7 rem, and Inz, on the 12, of Zach, 12, verſe, Where 
he holdech that God promited by Nathasn his Propher,that 
Chriſt ſhould come of Sa/omos, he hath no warrant for his 
aſſertion out of the promiſe it (elſe, and therefore would 
drawe it by collating the words of the promiſe , with the 
ſpeech of Gabriel the Angell, which he delivered co the ho- 
ly Virgis. I marvel} that Pzcator leaneth ſo much to his 
collation, in which he findeth no more for him , but that 
God will deliuer to his ſonne TIeſus the throne of his father 
Daxid, which hedid,as is confeſſed, bur not immediately 
by them who lineally deſcended of Sa/ozy0y, but by them 
who deſcended of Nathar his brother, 

Now when Chriſt ceceiued the {cepter of Inda immedi. 


ately from Nathan, and his poſteritie, Pi[cator mieoht haue 
| 0 P < 


(cence, that Nathan raiſed vp ſeede to his brother Salomen 
according to the Law, in which reſpe the poſtericie of 
Nathan may be well termed the poſteritie of Salomen his cl- 
derbrother: and ſo may it well Rand that Chriſt our Lord 
was come of Salomon,as Piſcater would haue it. Thus Chriſt 
our Lord is deſcended of both the brethren, bur in diverſe 


rſpects; 
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reſpeRs; for be deſcendeth of Nathan immediately , but of 
Salomon a farre off by Nathan, 
Of Nathan the ſonne of Daxid. 

To ſpeakealirtle of Nathan the ſonne of Daxid, becauſe 
ic giueth no ſmall light ro all this hiflorie, Some of the an- 
cients haue thought him to be the Prophet Nathan, which 
was in companie with Daxid. Others alſo of later times, 
hauethought bim to be the fonne of Vriahand Bathſhebah, 
onely adopted by Danid; which opinion our Engliſh tran- 
ſlation imbraceth, 1, Chron. 3-5- 0n which place the Gens- 
za note is to ſome purpoſe, For defence of this latter opi- 
nion they alledge two places; the firſt in the 2. Sam, 12, 
where mention is made of two children which Barhſhebah 
bore to Dania, the one of them borne in adulterie , which 
died; the other is Salomon: whereon they ground, ſhe bare 
no more to Daxia, 

I maruell that S. 7, R, who taketh ypon bim to bea cri- 
ticks cenſurer of other mens writings, would fo ſlightly 
paſſe ouer theſe reaſons; but to the purpoſe, The Scripture 
expreſicly nameth this Nathan the ſonne of Danid, 2.Sam, 
5-14. And theſe be names of the ſonnes that were born vato him 
in Jeruſalem: Shammua, and Shobab, and Nathan , and Salo= 
mon: where Nathan the younger, is placed before the elder 
Salomon: and in the 1,Chron, 3.5, theſe fowre are called the 
ſonnes of Dauid and Bathſheba their mother: thus although 
inthe 2,Sam.1 2, there be but two of their children menti- 
oned, yer the reſt are named in theſe places which I haue 
quoted, | 

The ſecond place which they alleage is ont of the Pro- 
verbs, cap.4q.3, where Salomon laich, [mas m y fathers ſonne, 
render aud deare is the fight of my mother, in aid place the 
Genewa Bible noteth liiwite: that S$alttiven was Danids 0il- 
ly fonne by Bathſheba; the ret were the fonnes of Vria, a- 
dopted by Daxid, ( ontra. That verſe doth rather informe 
vs,that bis parents loued him farre beyond the reſt of their 


children, and were exceedingly carefull of his education, 
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as if they had had no more; which rhey did ypon good rea. 
{s:hecauſe the Lord would have him fo calied whe ke was 


circunicited, as alſo becauſe-che Lord did choole him ou: 


among 4!l his brethren, and promiſed to make him a King, 
Further, our molt {earned interpreters Trem, and lun, tran. 
{Jatethe latter end of the verſe thus, & vaicus coram matye. 
mea, that is, and deare m the fight of my mother; which they 
expound thus, vnice dileftzs,o ingulart tudo inſtitnrne, that 
is, Dearely boloned, and brought vp moſt carefully, 

Abiud, the tonne of Zorubbabel, is interpreted, my father 
is a father, or man of hoxeur ;. which name apparanrly was 
giuen him ſoon atter Zorubbabel was appointed gouernour 
ouer the people, and betore they came out of captiuitic:he 
behaued bimſclite in his place as an honourable Prince, - 
both in Babylon, and in /eraſalem among the people: and he 
is the more honourable, that he was a cleare type & figure 
of Jeſus our Sautour, both in leading the Church of God 
out of the Babylonian captiuitic, as allo in defending the 
ſame after they were come to Zernſalem: yerin the buildivg 
of the Temple and citie of God, he bore the rype of Chriſt, 
ro whom th=.Prophet Zacharie laid, Non virtute, neg, vi, ſed 


ſpirits mes ait Tehouaexercityum; neither by an army,nor by 


frengih, but by my ſpirit, faich the Lord of hoſts, Z3ch 4, 
6, as1t he ſhould lay , Thave drought my people backe a- 
g2ine, faich the Lord, from the captiuitic of Babyloz vnder 
by hand, not by the force nor firength of any worldly 
pewer,onely I the Lord haue done this great worke by my 
almigzhtie power, and will yet further baue a care thereot; 
therefore teare not roend the worke thou haſt begun, and 
procecd: for no meu ſhall bee ablero withfiand thee: and 
therefore it followeth, bat art thou O mountaine oc, There 
15 30 mention ja Scripture of this Abiad bis ſonne, neither 
what he did for ihe Temple, citie, andpeoplethereof 2 for 
ſoone after the recurne of the people trom captivitie , the 
Prophees of God Haggie, Zacharie,and Malachie fiviſhed 
their propbelies: and the people of God bore the, Per/izs 
D =  yoake 
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yoake for a while, and liued notwithſtanding in peace vn= 
der them: after that eA/exanaer the great had ſubdued the 
Perſians, and bad taken the glorie of that Monarchie ypon 
bis owne ſhoulders, he moleſicd not the Tewes, but rather 
highly honoured them, as reflifieth /oſephas, lib, antiq 11, 
cap.8, After him his captaines, and eſpecially chem whom 


Daxiel calleth the legges of the image, did grieuouſly mo- pan,z.4r, 


Jet them; even the deſcent of Selenczes in S7ria, and of Pto- 
lomie in Egypt, who as they warred one againſt another, 
could not but paſſe through /zdea, which lay in the way,at 
1aſt became maſters of the Jewes, as it were by turnes, and 
weakened the houſe of Daxid, that they who eſcaped their 
tyranttie, became rather priuate men, then Princes of any 

reat authoritie: all which agreeth well with che prophefie 
of Hoſeas, Cap. 3.4» 

The Ilewes becing thus moſt crueily yexed on both fides, 
25 hath been ſpoken, were forced for their ſafetie to ſeeke 
helpe and affiſtance from the Romanes,who before this time 
had inlarged their newe conqueſt cuen farre beyond the 
ſca, About this time the houſe of Dania having no{treugth 
ro defend the countrey, the foure ſonnes of Mathias, the 
ſonne of Aſmoners tooke vpon them the Cdefehice of the 
lewes,in the time of Antioch Epiphanes, as witneſſeth To- 
ſephus in the books following, Now theſe achabies (fo 
called from the third ſonne of Zſatrhias) deſcended of the 
tribe of Lexi, and making head againſt the Syrians, prooue 
the weakenes of the princes of Tuda. 

The Romanes were eaſily induced to accept the requeſt 
of the Iewes, and toaide them; which they did y—_ an 
cie to their owne aduantage : and when they had daunted 


the force of their aduerſaries, as they were ſceking fit oc= 
caſions to {urprize the Jewes themſclues, behold ir fell our 
to them 85 they deſfired:for the civil diflention which aroſe 
vpon therace of the eAſmoneans, and eipecialiy of the PO= 
ſteritie of Symon, brother to Iudas, for the cheife authority 
and priethood, drewe inthe Komanes to bee arbitrators of 

this 
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chis long debated quarrel] : here they found a wide entrie, 


, which they neuer lefc while they were Mafiers of all, Yea, 


their olde enemies, and irreconcilable neighbours, the E. 
domites, after they bad once ſhaken ofi che yoke ot the Jews 
10 the dayes of Jorams lonne of Tehcjhophat , covid never be 
brought againe vader tull obedience, alchough they were 
now and then moleſted by the Kings of Ida, while at the 
Jaſt they became their commaunding Lords vnder the Re- 
manes, who made Herod thcir King,the {onne of Antipater, 
an ages or Edomite, 
The rowle ofthe houſe of David was in the middeſt of 
all thele broyles, faithfully preterued by the prouidence of 
God, and fo well known, that never none made anp doubt 
nereof, Now I will ſhortly paſſe over the reſt of the deſcent 
of Zorubbabel, and take my leaue of you, becauſe I have 
{ome important butinefſe to pertorme this afterneove. 
Eliakim the ſonne of Abind,T have interpreted this n2me 
betore, when 1 ſpake of Iakimthe lonne of Joſia, to which 1 
will adde thus much: Elird his father , ſeeivg' che milerics 
of bis nation, and the weakenefie of Danids houſe, where- 
of he was deicended, giueth his ſonne this name Elrabim, 
which is beeing interpreted , My God will raiſe vp, This 
one word containeth Abinds earneſt prayer to God for the 
defence ot his Church: as if be bad ſaid, I havenoftrength 
co defend the people of God, neither is there any ftrengri 
in our whole houſe;but my truft and confidence is in God, 
that as hee of hisinfinite loue raiſed vp Cyrz4 to proclaime 
our libertic, and to fend vs home to our owne country out 
of captivitie, and mooued likewiſe the hearts of the reſt of 
the Kings of Perſia, ro defend vs from our old enemies $4- 
maritans, Moabites, Ammonites, Edemites; ſo now the Lord 
our,.God will tirre vs vp tome friends to help vs from theſe 
new enemies of 5y7ia and Egypt, at this time ſpecially when 
there 15 Nno Rrengrh 1 in our iclues, This cxample of Abina, 
was to mooue alithe people co cal ypon God tor ſtrength, 
2nd that be wo wy ra1icrhemvp friends 16 they defence at 
this 
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ehis time, when the Perſian Monarchie is vaniſhed and rran- 
ſlated to the Macedonians. The Lord heardtheir praiers, 


& Qlirred vp the Maccabies to take the deferſce of tne peo-. 


plc of God 2gainkt the Syrians: howproſperouſly they per- 
formed it, /oſephus hath written it at large. *' : 
Axzor the {onne of Eliakiry, is interpreted an belper + bis 
father couched witha ſenfible feeling of themiſeries of the 
people,crieth a loudto Ged for a» helper, and to ſtreng- 
thenthe hands -of the fonnes of Matthias againft theſe 
newe enemies, Thus-you ſee that they nominated their 
children after their returne from captivity, with ſuch 
names, 2s witneſſed their infinite wrongs and opprefſions, 
and che necefſitie they had of a Sanionr, and ſufficient he/- 
per indeed: this madethemlooke concinually for an earth 
ly Prince, by whoſe-power they might be delivered-from 
their enemies;a2nd at laſt when all of them'had faſtned their 
expeQarion vpon the Aeſſias , they truſted, thathe ſhould 
have bin-ſome Monarch of this world, who might deliver 
them from-cheir teporsll miſeries, Marvell not that they 


hadconceiued fuch an opinion of the 2f{#/ſiar - for they had: 


amore ſenſible feeling of their temporal miſcries,and their 
bodily hurts, then of che blindnefle of their owne ſoules; 


yea darkenefſe and ignorance had already couered rhe face 


of the land : for they had notthe Prophets of God among 
them, neicher any true teachers, as itvſcrhito beinthetime 
of open perſecution: which was the cauſe that eucry' man 
ſpake and ſaid of the Heſſias what he lifted, and this opini-= 
on wasTooted in all mens hearts of the Mefſias ; which 
continued vovro Chrifts owne time, yea after his refurreQti- 


_ on, his owne Diſciples asked him, {fewer then he would ve- 


fore Iſraell, neaning by a worldly power from the Romanz, 
who were then their Lords, Ae.1. " - 3 

Zadec the ſon of Azor,is interpreted, Tuff; in this ſence, 

T he Inſt God of hzawen and carth looke down vpon our wiſeries, 

#nd helpe v4, This or ſuch like was the prayer of Azor his 

tacher ,requeſiing God for the defence of hi; people, as is 

G3 I _ (aid. 
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ſaid, And according to his prayers, and the prayers of 0. 


ther godly ones, the Lord was looking in mercie ypen bhis- 
people ,and beganne to remember his covenant. made to 
Abraham , Iſaac, and laceb; 2nd therefore he of his iofinite 


 mercie, was haſtning the comming of his ſon /eſw into the 


world, in whome and by whome, ali his diftcefied people 
were to finde mercie, The occafion of this prayer, roſe 
from the vexations and troubles they ſuffred ynder the 
kings of Syria , and Egypt , which waxed more and more 
greiuous and yntolerable vnto them, ; 

 Achimthe ſonne of Zadec, is interpreted, Brethren, and 
importeth the valourand magnanimitie of the ſonnes of 
Matthias: which Zadec his father vitered with an exclama- 
tion, and admiration at the birth of Achim - as if hee had. 
ſaid; Ohow valiantly and worthily haue the ſons of A7ar- 


' thias refifted the furious outrage of Antiochm , and of his 


captaines:ſo at the birth of bis ſonne, he praiſed the worthy 
turnaments of the 4, brethren the ſonnes of Matthias, wiſh- 
ing vatothe proſperous vitorizs ouer their enemies, Aud 
trge it is, they did moſt yaliantly reſiſt the furie of the Syrie 
ans; but the miſcries of the people , which were exceeding 
great, requiredthe defence of a ſtronger hand , then was 
the hand of the Xfaccesies ; yea, no worldly Monarch on 
earth was able toredrefle their miſerable eſtate, both ſpiri- 
tuall and temporali, but oncly the /yeu of the tribe of lnda,on 
whome the faithfull of choſe times ſer onely their hearts, 
looking for a full redemption of body and ſoule by faith in 
his blood ; although others in thoſe times admired the 
eMaccabies,, and looked for ſome great matters at their 
hands. 

Eliud.che-ſonne of Achim, is interpreted, Tomy God be all 
praiſe. It {xemeth that this name was giuen for the remem- 


| brance of ſome notable vitorie, obtained by one ef theſe 


brethren the ſonnes of Marrbias ouer the Syrians their enc- 
mies:; or of ſome other vicorie atcheiued by Arifobulm,or 
Hircanus., who were of the poſteritie of the: Maccabics. lo- 


ſephus 
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ſephers im His 12. and x3, bookes of his Antiquities, giuerh 

_ oreatlight to this interpretation I haue fer downe : read 
them when you pet Convenient tHNC, 

Eliezer the fonne of Elind , is interpreted, My ſtrong God 
be our helper, The miſeries of the Tewes increated datly:for 
when the Syrians and Egyptians were brought ary reduced 
vynder the Romane Empire, their wiſcries were nothing 
leflened, bur more 2ggravated: for howſoever the Ramares 
ſeewedtobe their friends,and would at fometimes appeare 
to honor them, and vie them kindly; yer they gaped for the 
ſoucraignty of Indea , which came 1nto their bands by the 
ciuill diflention of Ariſtcbulns, and Hircanns, to whoſe de- 
bates they were choſen as arbitrators , who arbitrared the 
matter ſo betweene them, rhat at laſt they became Miſters 
of a1], and Heredthe fonne of Antipater , their depury-king 
vnder the Romenes, Elimd foreiceing theſe mileries daily, 

and feeling them already in part, hee and allthe reſt thac 
feared God, made their humble ſupplications to his Maie- 
ftie, for his helpe and defence, lamenting that there was no 
firengthin the houle of Dand to defend them, ThePerſi- 
an Monarchic was already ouerthrowne, Alcxanders Eme- 
pire was alſo vaniſhed away in his owne perſoa ; his ewo 
moſ powerfull captaines Selencrs, and Prolomie with their 
ſnccefſors, bad ſundrieyeares betore moit greinouſly af- 
flifted them, as ir were purpoſely by curnes; there was no 
good to beexpeaed ar the hands of the Rowgares, who were 
bringing vypon them @ mighty rempeit trom beyond the 


| ſeas, yea their was no helpe to be found in man: behold 


*therefore in this ene word, the exclamations of all in thofe 
times, forthe help of God from aboue! | 
Marthan the ſon of Eleezer,is interpreted a gift: his farher 
not only cofdering the beauy miſeries of the people, which 
they ſuffred vnder the Syrians, Egyptians, and Romanes, 
but alſo hearing the earneſt {upplications and prayers thar 
there were madeto AlmightieGodforhelpe and releiſe to 
their miſerable eſtate, aflured himſelfrhac God would giue 
| Cz 2 eaie 
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eare ynto them, and looke dowae from heauen ypon their 


mileries, and ſend them that gift which they ſo long cx- 
pected: this gift was the Zeſſias, whom, in the fulneſle of 


_ time, God gaue co the world tor the redemption” thereof: 


him.was God now preparing to ſend downe from heouen 
for releifc of bis people: they were not ſo earneſt in calling 


ypon God for this moſt pretious gift, as God was willing 


ro ſend him: onely he was expecting the time that behad 
ſet downe for his comming; and when the fulneſſe of cime 
was come,the Ze//ias was ſent vnto them from heauen;bur 


when they ſawe him, they reccined bim not, becauſe he came 


not with chat pompe,power,and glory, that might relicue 
them from the yoke of the Romares, | 

[aceb, rhe ſonne of IMatihan, is interpreted as heele-bo!- 
der, as I ſpake before, This is an other [acob then. the ſon 
of [ſaac: the icterpretation is the ſame, and doth moſt ficly 
agree with the time: for Aatthanhis father looking dai- 
ly for a gift from heauen, and for the appearing of the Meſ- 
f41, whome he knewe was at hand, therefore crieth to his 
ſonne, totake him by the hee/e: as if he ſhould ſay; The 
promiled Mefſias, our great deliuereris at hand, tcerch out 
thine hand, and take hoid of him, and looke for that long 
expected deliverance: they knew by diligent ſearch of Da- 
»iels propheſic , rhat the Meſias comming was at hand, 
thereforethey were all admoniſhing one an other thereof, 
and waiting cuery hourefor his appearance , which made. 
Matthan name his ſonne, /aaceh, an heele-holder, This was 


Joſephs naturali father: S, Zrke callethhimrthe ſonne of Ej, 


becauſe he married the blefied Virgin Marie his daughter, 
and ſo was his ſonne in law. | 7 

 Teſephthe ſonne of [aces, is interpreted, be will remoone or 
take away,or adde. This name was firſt giuen by Rabel, [acob; 
wife, whe ſhe bore her fir(t ſon to him:for ſhe ſaid, God hath 
raken Away my reproach, and ſhe called bu name Toſeph, ſaying, 


The Lord will adde to me another ſonne : by which words I 
gather, that this name /oſzp/ hath a double fignification;. 


the 
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the one to take away, the other to adde an other in liew of 
that which is taken away: theſe two ſignifications do ſerue 
moſt fitly in the nomination of this /oſeph:for the Lord was 
according te-old /acobs propheſie, remoouing the rypicall 
Scepter of /#da, which was at this time almoft wrung our 
of his hands: for the eAſſprians, Babylonians, Syrians, and. 
« eAgyptians had been wreſiliog with him theſe many yeares 
by-paſt, to take his Scepter from him, but were never able 
to diſpoſſeſſe him ofit. Andnow the Remaves, welllike- 
ned to the moſt fearefull beaſt rhat ever aroſe out of the 
ſes, and enlike to all the reſi that aroſe before, Dan. 7, 7, 
hath come ypon him with force and violence, and hath ra- 
ken his Scepter out of his hands: for they werealready ma- 
ſers of the countrie, having taken poſſeffion thereofin the 
dayes of their-Conſuls; and Ceſar Angufias had fenrforth a 
decree, that euery man of that countrey ſhould be taxedin. 
the place where he was borne, whichthe Iewes willingly 
yeelded ynto, Luk.2.t. This ſecond acob the father of this 
Toſeph,noting all theſe things diligently,and beholding the 
Romanes wringing the Scepter our of the hands of [ada,cal- 
led his ſonne [ofeph, becaufe he ſawe that the Lord was re- 
moouing the ſame, which at this cime when this man was 
borne, was not wholly-remooucd, neuerthelefle the hands 
of /yda were ſo feebled, that he could not keepe his Scepter 
any longer, but was ready to yeeld it to theſe mighty* op. 
prefling Lords: yea further, this /aro# admoniſheth' them 
all, that an other was comming, euen the ſonne of /uds cal- 
led Silo, in liew of /»da bis father: he was comming indeed, 
for ſhortly after this,the Angel Gabriel was ſenttothe ho- © 
ly Virgine his mother, and told her that Cie ſhould bee the 
mother of the Meſſias: | 

Munuem, I nauc heard you with'great delight hitherto:let 
me, I pray you, aske one queſtion concerning /sſeph : how 
isit that S, Matthew hath ſo diligently noted his kinred, & 
hath not ſer downe the kinred of © Marie; when is Chriſt 
our Lord 1s not deſcended of /oſeph, bur of Marie, 
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Theoph, 5. A{aithew followeth the order of reckoning 
thatis wicdin boly Scripture, which is fo reckon the kin- 
red of che may, 2nd not of the woman; Bow Aarie beeing 
Jo/ephs couien, and both being deſcended of Dewid, our E- 
uangclift by this pedegree which he hath (er downe, proo- 
veth {ufhciently that /eſ@c the ſonne of Mary is trucly de- 
ſcended of Dauid, and io is the very Arias ipoken of, and 
promiſed by the Prophets. | 

Alnew, Let mee hearethe interpretation of the name 
XMarie,and of leſws {brift. 

Theoph. Marie the mother of /eſws, is interpreted, the 


bitternes of the ſea: great was the joy of her heart,cuer ſince - 


the Angell (Gabriel delivered that meſlage 10 her from the 
Lord; bur attcr when (he did fee her fonne Jeſus,our Lord, 
iudicially condemned, fcourged, and ſhametully crucified 
vpon the croſle, ber ſoule was filled with &xernefſe and 
ſorrow, as if the whole Ocean and vitter ſea bad been pow- 
red within her, Ihope no man will maruell of her excce- 
ding ſorrow, it he conſider that wg the motber of the 
bleſſed $Sonne of God, whom ſhe ſaw crucified vpon the 


crofle: and although her ſoule was filled with biccernefie, 
yet ſhedidnotcartic her ſclfe immoderarely, or as an im- 


patient woman, when ſhe ſtood by his crofle ſeeing him in 
his horrible paio,and all them that ſtood by mocking him; 
but behold her wondertult patience, when Chriſt her Sonn 
ſaid ro her from the crofje, z/oman, behold thy ſonne : as if he 
had ſaid, Ab ſee how all that Rand by are mocking and 
ſcorning mezbut look thou ypon me, andcomtort thy ſelfe 
in this, that thou ſeelt me vpon the croſſe;for now am 1 of. 


feringyp my ſelte forthe ſaluation of the wos ld, and for ey 


{faluation ail{os with tbeſe words did the Lord lefus molli- 
fe and comfort the buteneflle of her {oule. 
leſws ihe foune of all. char went befere, from Abrabam to 
Danid, is interpreted, 4Sawovr. This isthet bleſſed roote 
that beareth vp that glorious tree,and all che boughes ther. 
of, as you haue heard betore, He 5-2 Sanrowr indeed, not an 
M% carth- 
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earthly one, ſuch 2s /oſhwa, and others, who were Savionrs 
of their bodies; neither was hee ſuch an one as his kinred 
then expected, ro deliver chem fromthe Romanex; but hee 
was an heauenly one, and was come to deliver them from 
greater enemies, namely from the devil}, the fleſh, andihe 
world: yea, from all the puviſhments due for finne in this 
life, and in the life to come : theſe enemies were mightier 
then the Romanes, the puniſhments farre more intolerable 
then the Romanes could haue infli ted vpon them, the deli- 
acrance fromthe ſame far more glorious,then from the Ro- 
mane yoke: for this mot mightic and moſt glorious work, 
was /eſis ſent from God his Father to deliver the /ewes, 
and not to encounter withthe Romanes,nor with any 0- 
ther earthly Monarch, This was the mind of God, 2s te({i= 
fieth the Scripture,yet the lewes were altogether ignorant 
thercot ; other particulars of his name I omit, 

Chriſt, is a Greeke word, for which the Iewes call him 
Meſſias, and is interpreted Annomted : not with any materi- 
all oyle how precious ſocuer, but with the gifts and graces 
of the holy ſpirit, wherewith his humane nature was filled 


_ without meaſure abouc his fellowes, The types that wenc 


before him were anointed with materiall oyle, but the oyle 
of: gladnefle was onely reſerued for /eſus Chrift che Sonne 


_ of God, our blefled Sauiownr,thar of his fulnefle wee might 


receive our meaſure, euen the droppes that fall from him, 
who is bleſſed for cuer. Amen, * | 

HMnem, You hane ſpoken Jargely of the firſt parr of the 
Chaprer, even of the pedegree of eſs (hriſt, I would de- 
fire you to open vnto me the particular poits touching his 
natiuity and birth, 

Theoph, The points you ſpeake of arethree:1. is the per- 
ſon that cenceived and bore him: 2. the perſon by whome 
he was conceiued: 3, the perſon of /oſeph,to whomihe ho- 
ly Virgin was betrothed in marriage. 

Anem, What perſon conceived and bore him? 

Theoph, The Virgin Marie,o pure and yndefiled Virgin, 

though 
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though betrothed to /oſeph, and married; yea though Ther 


conceived, andbore her ſonne Jeſs. 


 Mnem,. By wiat-perion did theholy Virgin conceiue 
Teſws Chriſt. | 
Theoph. By the holy Ghoſt, the third perſon in Tri- 


nitie, 
Anem. What meanc you when you fay,That hee mn cone 


 ceined by the holy Ghoſt ? 


Theoph, 1 meane that the holy Ghoſt by this mightie 
power, tormed the bodie of eſis Chrift in the wombe of the 


Virgin, of her ſubſtance, & ſanCtified the ſame, ſeparating” 


all on, which was reſident in her(tor ſhe was a inner born) 
farte from the ſame, and made apure and holy bodie,ready 
toreceiveamoſt pure and-heaucnly loule; ; all which was 
done withour man. ; 

Aſnem. Now I defire to heare the particulars COncer- 
ning loſeph, 

T heoph. Our Evangeliſt noteth firſt his reſolution ofpee- 
ting het away, although ſhe was his berrathbed wite. 

Minem. What mooued bimthereunto? 

Theeph, 1. He ſawe thar ſhe was with child, before hee 
tooke her home to his houſe from her parents, 2, Hee ſu- 
ſpeed cither adulterie fince the betrothing{ for fo it had 
beene) or at leaft {ome flippe'beforethe betrothing, 2-He 
beeing a iuft may,and of good converſation, thought it 
beſeemed not a man of hiseputationto marry an yacleane 
Woman, 

HMuem Wiatis the ſecond point obſerued by the Euan« 
aelift $, /datthew? 

Theoph. How Toſeph was diſſwaded from this iefatorion, 

Anerm, Who diflwaded him from putting her away ? 

Theoph, The Angel oe was ſent to /oſeph for that 
purpole, 

Mnem. Which wasthe maine reaſon(for I will not aske 
you of all his words) thatthe Angell _—_, and that 


daſhed all /oſephs luſpitiors. 
Theoph, 
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Theoph, He informed her, that that which was begotten 
in her (vnderſiand this as before ofthe wonderfull worke 
of the ſpirit in working his conception, andlert all perſons 
beware of any vochaſt or vncleane thought berein) was 
done alſo by the power of the holy Ghoſt, And by his 
{peaches he cleareth her from all his ſuſpicions , 3nd would 
baue /oſeph now to confider of a more heauenly birth, then 
any that be brought forth by fianefull men and women, 

IMvuem. You informed me already, Ithanke you of the 
interpretation of the word eſs; let me know how, and af- 
ter what manner /eſws worketh and hatb wrought our fal- 
uation. 

Theoph, Firſt , in ſo much as bee gaue himſelfe to the 
ſhameful! death of the crofle for our finnes, he hath there- 
by purchaſed, and deſerued at his fathers hands the remiſſtow 
#f all onr ſinnes , and the honour of eternall life , which his fa- 
ther moſt willingly beftowetk for his ſake vpon all his c+ 


lect. | 
Secondly, he doth moſtpowerfully werke true faith in 


Y our hearts by his holy ſprrit,and by the preaching of his ho- 


ly Goſpell; that we by this faith may take hold of his death, 


- a$itisofferedtovs in his word; and then that we may 
make conſcience inthe meanetime, to ſerue God without 
& bypocrifie, and co ioyneto our faith good and holy works, 
* 2ccording to his word. 


Anem, To what ende wasall this done, which you 


fh haue ſpoken of the Angell and /oſeph? 


Theopb, Tofullfll the prophecie of Eſaras. 
AMnem, Idehreto heare the words of the prophecie, 


7 andtobereſolued of ſome doubts in the ſame, 


Theoph, Beholde a Virgine ſhall be with child, and ſhall beare 


i: 4 ſonne, and then ſhall call his name Emmanuel, which 6, beeing 
= morpreted, God with vi, Ela.7.14. 


Atnem, Aretheſe wards in the 22.8nd 23, verſes of $, 


"Y Matthew, ſpoken by the Angell to /oſzph, or by S,arthew 
Hy Theeph, 


_ 
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Theoph, Some learned writers take theſe- words to bee 
ſpoken by the Angell to /oſeph, confirming him out of 
Scripture in all that he had ſpoken co him before; of which 
indgement is #x. in his parallels, Paral,4. Ochers thinke 
theſe to be the words of the Euangelitt hinifelfe, not onely 
informing vs, that the ſpeaches of the Angell are confor- 
mable to holy Scripture, but alſo that the auncient prophe« 
cies concerning Chriſt, arc after this manner accompliſh. 
ed; which order be obſeructh after, as occaſion ſerueth. 

AMnem, Vpon what occaſion did Eſaias. the Prophet 
ſpeake thus of the birth of Chriſt rothe people ? 

Theeph, When vnbelecuing Ahaz would neither heare 
thepromiſe of victorie,thac was offred ynto him of God by 


| his Pcophet, neither yet accept a ſfigne for his confirmati- 


on therein ; when his heart was fhaking with feare: the | 
Prophet in an holy zeale reprooued the ynbelecuing king, | 


and propoundeth the promiſe of Chrifts comming to the | 
world ( the ſubſtance whereof they had heard often times | 
before) for the preſent comfort of the beleeuers :as if hee 7 


ſhould haue ſaid,O.you that belceue in the AMeſſias of God 


that is to.come, as I haue taught you theſe many yeares,be» | 
leeue what Thaue ſpoken co-you of your deliuerance, al- | 


though the king , and many with him reie& theſe whole | 


ſome promiſes ; for you ſhall be as ſurely delivered from © 


theſe two ſmoaking firebrands, your enemies, (meaning of 
Pekaband Refin ) as it is moſt ſure that the Mcfias both 
God and man ſhall in the fulneſſe of time come to the © 
world : and chat he may drawe them all to an earneſt at- 


4 


tention , hee cryeth out, Behold, 4 Virgine ſhall bee with © 
zbilde,ec. hp 
AMnew. I haue heard ſundry reaſon ypon the Hebrew | 
word bahalmah,which the Prophet vſeth in that place:doth | 
it Fignifie a Yirgineindeede® pi 
T heoph, Tt fignifieth in all places of Scripture, arrue Vit- # 
gine, that having a ſpeciall regard of her Virginitie , abi- p 
geth yader the cuſtodic of her Parents , hiding her ſclfe - $. 
che 
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the moſt part from the ſocictie and company of men,accor- 
ding tothe vſe obſerued in thoſe chaite times, Proverb. 
30.19. Salomen is ſpeaking of an whoore, and yſeth. this 
ſame word habalmah,nor that it fignifieth ſuch a pero, ur 
to teach ys,that that ynclcane woman would not be known 
to be an harlot, but would be reputed and efteemed a Yir« 
gine. Piſcator vponthis place is fiſhing without baite, 

Mnem, 1 finde an other doubr in that prophefie, which 
is this: ſome read vocabit, that is, and ſhee ſhall call : others, 
vocab, F Virgo, and thos O virgin ſhall call: yea ſome read, 
& vorabunt, and they ſhall call: which of theſe readings are 
ſureſt ? | | 

Theeph, This diverfitie of reading ariſeth of the hebrew 
word, which the Prophet vſcth: for we may read it either 
in the 2, or 3. perſon feeminine:the cheifeſt eranſlations yſe 
the 2. perſon faxminine, to informe vs, that the Spirit of 
God called ypon the Virgin before ſhe was borne, and ap= 
pointed her, whe was to beethe very mother, ro take char 
autheritie as to name her owne ſonne, You may followe 
which of theſe two youpleaſe, without errour : they that 
tranſlate, & vocabwne, tooke the word to be the 3. perſon 
fingular maſculine, and the nominatiue caſe to it quyſq#e, os 
ſuch like;zwhich made them tranſlate it Imperſonally,& vs- 
cabitwr,or vecabant: for all theſe three come to one: where- 
in, crauing their patience, they were ouerſcene;for the Hee 
brew verb vekarah,when itisreadin the 3, perſon fiogular, 
it is then of the feminine gender ( for perſons in Hebrew 
verbes are diſtinguiſhed by genders ) and the nominative 
thereof is virgs, in Hebrew habalmah, and not vnuſquiſque, 
Thus howſocuer Bellarwine thinkes that the Hebrew text is 
inthisplace corrupted, heis decciued; aud in clearing their 
tranſlation that beareth the blot, he is waſhing the blacke= 
moore, Read M, #hittaker againſt Bellarmine, de authorita* 
- ++, who doth inthat place fully anſwer the Te- 

uite, 
Anem, In what ſenſe 13 he called Immanuel. 
H 3 | Theeph, 


An Explication of, &c. | 
-. Theoph, Becauſe he,being che ſecond perſon in Trinity, 
the very Sonne of God, abaſed himſelfe notwithſtanding 
in caking and aſſuming our nature,and in becoming a ve- 
ry man, but without finne, as he was yery God in one per- 
{on, | 

CHnem, Did Joſeph obey the warning that the Angel 
brought him from God? } OE | | 

Tbeoph, Hee did, and that ſo ſoone as he awoke out of 
his dreame, = 

Aſnem, Sought cuer loſeph the vic of her bodie? 

Theoph, All writers agree that ſhe continued a true Vir- 
gin-ſo long as ſhe lived : and that Joſeph did greatly rcuc- 
renec her whom the holy Ghoſt had made the mocher of 
our Lord leſw Chri/?: and this we may embrace, bur not as 
an articlc of faith, $ 

' Ancm., Good Theophilns 1 returne you many thanks for 
theſe great paines. I hope in God to make good vie of 
this ſweet conference we hauchad together, 

Theeph, My faithfull friend Cremer, you ſhall ever 
command me: and were not ſome carneft bufineſſe, which 
1 muſt needs end this afternoone, I would not ſo ſoene de- 
part fromyou. The Lord worke in vs his grace, vniill wee be 
perfetF menin Ix $vs Cunis Tt. omen. Farewell, 
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